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The  Martin  Hamblin  Recommendation  Study  shows  that  this  highly  successful 
brand  has  over  80%  of  all  pharmacy  recommendations  for  relief  of  piles  and  anal  irritation.  At 
Warner-Lambert  Health  Care  we  have  many  other  successes  for  you. The  phenomenal  growth 
of  the  Poly  hair  care  range,  including  new  Poly  Hi-Lights.The  established  customer  loyalty  of  Benyhn 
and  Veganin,  built  and  sustained  by  prescriptions  as  well  as  your  recommendations.  The  way  that 
Listerme,  Listermint  and  Oraldene  dominate  the  mouthwash  market  And  new  products  like  Sinutab 
and  Lifestyles. 

Our  expanded  Sales  Force  is  always  ready  to  help  and  advise  you  on  our  products.  Or.  if  you  wish 
contact  our  Sales  Services  Department  at  any  time  on  Eastleigh  (0703)  619791 
We'll  be  pleased  to  hear  from  you. 
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Just  as  the  parallel  import 
bogey  is  about  to  be  made 
respectable  under  a  welter 
of  PI  licences,  it  seems  that 
not  everyone  is  playing  the  game  in  quite 
the  way  the  DHSS  and  the  newly 
respectable  Association  of  Parallel 
Importers  would  wish. 

Rumours  of  car  boot  salesmen  still 
operating  along  the  South  coast  are 
plentiful,  and  only  recently  a  circular  was 
received  in  the  C&D  offices  offering  a 
range  of  some  60  well  known  brands  with 
savings  varying  from  45  to  15  per  cent. 

As  the  majority  of  authorities  seem  to 
have  interpreted  the  legislation  introduced 
on  June  6,  it  is  illegal  for  importers  to 
distribute  imported  products  after  that 
date  unless  they  have  individually  been 
given  PI  licences  —  and  none  have  yet 
been  issued.  (Remembering  that  there  is 
an  exemption  for  pharmacists  where  they 


hold  prescriptions  for  named  patients  and 
the  period  of  supply  does  not  exceed 
specified  limits.) 

This  must  have  placed  a  financial 
squeeze  on  a  number  of  operators,  with 
large  amounts  of  stock  effectively 
"removed"  from  sale.  Since  there  has  been 
no  apparent  enforcement  of  the  new 
Regulations  by  the  department,  some 
importers  must  have  felt  it  worth  the  risk  to 
continue  to  distribute  imports. 

All  this  is  not  cricket,  and  it  becomes 
more  complicated  when  companies  start 
offering  Pis,  and  giving  correspondence 
addresses  in  such  places  as  the  Isle  of 
Man.  The  Medicines  Act  does  not  apply 
there  and,  since  the  island  is  generally 
considered  to  be  "outside"  the  EEC,  the 
new  PI  Regulations  would  presumably  not 
apply  there  either.  But  what  is  the  legal 
situation  if  the  stock  is  already  held  in  the 
UK,  and  the  Isle  of  Man,  or  the  Channel 


Islands,  are  being  used  as  an  order  office? 

If  another  legal  loophole  has  been 
found  here  the  API  will  be  a  little  upset 
and  there  have  Laen  murmers  of  court 
action  from  one  member  already.  The 
Department  is  not  helping  the  situation 
with  the  agonisingly  long  time  it  is  taking 
to  issue  PI  licences.  The  API  itself  may  be 
partly  to  blame  in  seeking  to  act  as  the  sole 
licenced  importer  on  behalf  of  its 
members,  a  situation  envisaged. 

Since  parallel  importing,  to  the  regret 
and  chagrin  of  many,  seems  to  be  here  to 
stay,  the  Government  has  sought  to 
control  it  with  legislation.  But  just  as  some 
pharmacists  may  have  thought  it  safe  to 
plunge  back  into  the  water,  these  latest 
developments  suggest  there  may  be 
hidden  perils  lurking 
beneath  the  surface.  The 
sooner  the  DHSS  clarifies 
the  waters,  the  better. 
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Beware  of  parallel 
import  dangers 


The  Department  of  Health  has  not 
yet  issued  any  parallel  import 
licences  for  medicines.  Pharmacists 
are  advised  that  under  current 
legislation  they  should  not  buy 
imports  which  are  not  licenced. 

.■.t  is  known  that  some  companies  are 
currently  offering  "PI  products"  from  off- 
shore bases  such  as  the  Isle  of  Man.  The 
UK  Medicines  Act  does  not  apply  there, 
and  indeed  for  general  purposes  the  Isle  of 
Man  is  usually  considered  as  being  outside 
the  EEC. 

The  DHSS  says  that  if  someone  was 
importing  drugs  from  such  a  source  he 
might  be  liable  to  prosecution  if  no  PI 
licence  were  in  existence.  Thus  if  the  retail 
pharmacist  on  the  mainland  is  acting  as 
the  importer,  and  does  not  have  PI  licence 
(and  we  repeat  that  none  have  yet  been 
issued),  he  could  be  liable  to  prosecution 
under  the  changes  made  by  the  Medicines 
(Exemption  from  Licences)  (Importation) 
Order  on  lune  6. 

The  Association  of  Parallel  Importers  is 


currently  negotiating  with  the  Department 
to  allow  it  to  hold  some  300  licences  on 
behalf  of  its  members  —  it  would  act  as  an 
import  clearing  house.  Each  product 
licence  costs  £150  and  lasts  for  five  years. 

"The  API  is  trying  to  obtain  PI  licences, 
clean  up'  parallel  importing  and  play  by 
the  rules,"  a  member  told  C&D.  "The  last 
thing  people  like  us  need  is  for  something 
like  this  to  blow  up." 

Since  the  legislation  in  June  most 
people  have  stopped  importing,  and  a  lot 
of  stock  and  money  has  been  tied  up 
across  the  Channel.  And  while  PI  prices  in 
the  UK  have  risen  as  a  result,  they  have 
fallen  on  the  Continent. 

A  preliminary  opinion  from  the  API's 
solicitor  is  that  should  drugs  be  imported 
from  an  off-shore  base  such  as  the  Isle  of 
Man  both  supplier  and  the  purchasing 
pharmacist  could  be  breaking  the  law. 

C&D  has  also  been  told  of  imported 
medicines  being  offered  from  "travelling 
salesmen's"  cars  or  vans.  Some  authorities 
believe  these  too  could  be  outside  the  law 
unless  imported  before  June  6. 


Fire  destroys 
Hexham  chemist 

Firemen  dragged  gas  cylinders  to 
safety  and  dodged  exploding 
aerosol  cans  during  a  three  hour 
blaze  which  destroyed  a 
Northumberland  chemist  shop. 

Thousands  of  pounds  worth  of  stock 
was  lost  in  the  fire  which  gutted  Bell  and 
j  Ridley's  premises  in  Hexham's  Market 


Place.  Only  the  shell  of  the  building 
remained  after  more  than  20  firemen 
fought  the  fire  for  three  hours.  No  one  was 
injured  although  several  neighbours  were 
evacuated  by  police. 

The  long  established  shop  is  now  one 
of  a  chain  of  nine  owned  by  Robert 
Bowman  of  Carlisle,  who  was  away  on 
holiday  at  the  time. 

Senior  fire  officers  have  said  the  blaze 
began  inside  the  shop  premises  and 
appeared  to  have  smouldered  for  some 
time  before  igniting. 


Merchants'  Code 
agreement  soon? 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  and 
the  Animal  Health  Trade 
Associations  Group  are  expected  to 
reach  agreement  shortly  on  the 
Merchants'  Code  of  Practice. 

When  the  agreement  has  been 
confirmed  the  necessary  statutory 
instruments  will  be  laid.  It  is  presumed  the 
Code  of  Practice  will  come  into  effect 
around  the  end  of  the  year. 

Many  people  at  present  conduct 
business  from  premises  listed  as 
merchants,  as  opposed  to  being  registered 
as  pharmacies.  Pharmacists  should  be 
aware  that  when  the  Code  of  Practice 
comes  into  effect  a  nominated  person  will 
have  to  be  available  at  each  set  of 
premises. 

It  is  currently  proposed  that  such  a 
person  should  be  a  pharmacist  or 
veterinary  practitioner,  a  person  who  has 
successfully  completed  a  recognised 
AHTAG  examination,  or  someone  who 
has  had  at  least  three  years  practical 
experience  since  January  1978  in  the 
supply  or  sale  of  animal  medicines. 

Charges  for  the  1985  Diploma  in 
agricultural  and  veterinary  pharmacy 
have  been  reduced  to  £425  partly  due  to 
sponsorship  from  Agrimin,  Crown 
Chemical,  Hoechst,  Merck  Sharp  & 
Dohme  and  the  National  Pharmaceutical 
Association.  Copies  of  the  syllabus  and 
regulations  for  the  1985  course  are  now 
available. 

Paraquat  banned 
in  W  Germany 

West  Germany  has  banned 
paraquat,  the  world's  most  widely 
used  herbicide.  The  product  is  sold 
in  the  UK  as  Gramaxone. 

There  are  no  plans  to  ban  paraquat  in 
Britain,  although  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  has 
announced  that,  in  the  next  parliamentary 
session,  the  Government  will  introduce 
legislation  to  control  the  sale,  testing  and 
use  of  such  products.  The  industry  has  so 
far  been  regulated  by  voluntary 
agreement. 

Britain  is  the  third  largest  exporter  of 
pesticides  in  the  world  —  more  than  half 
the  industry's  income  comes  from  exports. 
Paraquat  is  on  the  Poisons  List  and  is 
obtainable  only  from  chemists  and 
licenced  dealers.  Users  must  wear  face 
shields. 
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Case  against 
generics  

The  case  against  generic 
substitution  is  put  forward  in  a 
booklet  produced  by  the  Wessex 
pharmaceutical  group. 

The  group  consists  of  11  pharmaceutical 
companies  based  in  Wessex  who  are 
working  together  to  put  facts  about  the 
industry  to  the  public,  professions  and 
Parliament.  The  booklet,  "Some  facts  and 
figures,"  claims  that  generic  substitution 
would  result  in  a  loss  of  export  revenues 
far  exceeding  any  savings  to  the  NHS.  It 
would  lead  to  a  loss  of  jobs,  and  the  £300m 
a  year  research  investment  in  the  UK 
would  be  at  risk. 

Other  topics  covered  include  the 
industry's  profits,  animal  tests  and 
spending  on  medicines.  The  British  spend 
6p  per  person  per  day  on  all  medicines  for 
the  NHS  compared  with  6p  a  day  on 
newspapers,  30p  on  cigarettes  and  60p  on 
alcohol,  the  booklet  says.  It  is  being  issued 
to  most  of  the  7,000  employees  of  the 
Wessex  companies,  to  local  doctors, 
pharmacists  and  MPs,  and  is  available 
through  company  representatives  to 
doctors  and  the  public. 

Another  aspect  of  the  group's 
campaign  is  a  public  speaking 
programme  which  has  been  a  "great 
success".  There  have  been  20 
engagements  with  talks  given  to  over  600 
people  during  the  past  year  and  there  are 
bookings  into  the  middle  of  next  year. 


Pennwalt  licence 
for  Fisons 

An  exclusive  licensing  agreement 
has  been  signed  by  the 
pharmaceutical  division  of 
Pennwalt  Corporation  and  Fisons, 
permitting  Fisons  to  manufacture 
the  final  dosage  form  of  Pennwalt's 

'  Pennkinetic  dextromethorphan  and 
to  market  the  cough  preparation  in 
Sweden,  Norway,  Finland, 
Denmark,  Iceland  and  Belgium. 
Intermediate  material  for  production  will 
be  supplied  by  Eurand 
Microencapsulation  of  Switzerland,  which 
is  Pennwalt's  manufacturing  licensee  in 
Europe.  The  terms  of  the  agreement  were 
not  disclosed. 

The  Pennkmetic  drug  delivery  system 
used  an  inert  ion  exchange  resin  to  give 
controlled-release  of  orally  administered 
drugs  (C&D,  February  18,  p338). 
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More  forms? 


Entry  forms  for  the  C&D  Chemist 
Assistant  of  the  Year  competition  are  now 
available  from  representatives  of  the  two 
chemist-only  sponsors,  Vichy  UK  and 
May  &  Baker. 

And  as  completed  questionnaires 
begin  to  arrive  at  the  C&D  offices  we 
have  been  receiving  many  requests  for 
additional  forms  where  more  than  one 
assistant  in  a  pharmacy  wishes  to  enter 
the  competition. 

Good  training  being  the  theme  of  this 
year's  event  we  have  also  made  forms 
available  through  the  organisers  of  the 
National  Pharmaceutical  Association's 
local  training  groups.  So  even  if  the  form 
and  envelope  in  the  August  11  issue  of 
C&D  have  been  mislaid,  replacements 
should  be  readily  available  (if  only  the 
envelope  is  lost,  send  the  completed 
questionnaire  using  the  Freepost  address 
on  p4  of  the  entry  form;  there  is  no  need 


V 


for  a  stamp). 

At  stake  in  the  competition  is  the 
£1,000  first  prize  and  £250  for  the  second 
and  third  prize  —  and  for  all  grand 
finalists  what  we  are  sure  will  be  a  great 
day  at  the  Sheraton  Skyline  Hotel  (close 
to  London's  Heathrow  airport)  on 
November  29.  For  the  pharmacist  who 
signs  the  winner's  entry  form  we  are 
arranging  a  £250  travel  voucher,  so  there 
is  something  for  everyone  in  the 
pharmacy  to  go  for. 


wou. 
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Limited  hospital 
careers  in  NI 

For  hospital  pharmacists  in 
Northern  Ireland  prospects  beyond 
the  career  grade  of  staff 
pharmacists  are  not  extensive.  But 
health  authorities  are  Becoming 
more  aware  of  the  increased 
contributions  being  made  by 
pharmacists  in  a  number  of  areas, 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Northern  Ireland  says  in  its  Nuffield 
submission. 

The  scope  for  further  developments 
due  to  current  financial  restraints  is 
frustrating,  the  submission  says,  but  it 
gives  pharmacists  a  unique  opportunity  to 
play  a  key  role  in  the  controlling  of 
resources. 

Any  attempts  to  change  the  Noel  Hall 
structure  of  the  pharmaceutical  service 
must  be  resisted  because  it  was  on  that 
foundation  that  the  new  concept  of  patient- 
oriented  pharmacy  practice  in  hospitals 
was  established.  "A  return  to  product- 
orientated  pharmacy  practised  in  hospital 
basements  would  be  disastrous",  PSNI 
says. 

From  the  industrial  viewpoint  the 
pharmacy  qualification  provides  an 
overview  upon  which  a  sound  career  can 
be  based.  On  the  technical  front  it  offers 


few  advantages  over  many  science 
degrees.  However,  says  the  submission,  it 
is  significant  to  note  the  interest  of  the 
professional  bodies  associated  with  other 
disciplines  in  the  development  of  their 
members  within  industry,  particularly  with 
respect  to  the  professional  recognition  of 
the  "qualified  person". 

"Practically  his  qualification  is 
providing  no  clear  advantage,  and  it  is 
essential  that  the  professional  body 
provides  a  level  of  involvement  to  assist  the 
development  of  the  pharmacist  within  this 
field.  The  pharmaceutical  qualification  is 
a  clear  advantage  in  the  non-directly 
technical  facets  of  the  industry." 
Q  The  part  of  PSNI's  Nuffield  submission 
on  community  pharmacy  was  covered  last 
week  (p283). 

No  NHS  charges? 

A  motion  calling  for  the  abolition  of 
prescription  charges  and  charges 
for  NHS  services  is  to  be  put  to  the 
TUC  conference  in  Brighton, 
September  3-7. 
The  motion  also  seeks  a  continous 
campaign  for  an  increase  m  NHS 
resources  of  at  least  3  per  cent  a  year  in 
real  terms,  abolition  of  private  medicine  in 
the  NHS,  increased  democratic  control  of 
health  authorities  and  an  end  to  low  pay 
for  health  service  workers,  together  with 
"proper  agreed  pay  mechanisms". 
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Government 
blamed  for  drug 
taking  rise 

Heroin  seizures  by  police  and 
customs  more  than  doubled  in  1983 
to  1,900  and  the  amount  seized  was 
26  per  cent  up  on  1982,  at  nearly 
250kg. 

Those  figures,  released  by  the  Home 
Office  last  week  paint  a  gloomy  picture  of 
Britain's  drug  problem  and  illicited  an 
angry  response  from  Michael  Meacher, 
the  shadow  health  secretary. 

In  a  letter  sent  to  every  Labour 
constituency  party,  he  attacked  the 
Government  for  its  alleged  lack  of  action 
in  tackling  the  "rising  heroin  epidemic"  — 
with  an  estimated  £6m  worth  of  drugs 
entering  Britain  through  Heathrow  and 
Dover  each  week  —  and  cahed  on  the 
Government  to  mount  a  clampdown  on 
drug  smuggling.  The  report  reveals  that 
the  average  age  of  drug  offenders  was  25 
in  1983  with  the  average  age  of  new 
addicts  standing  at  20,  younger  than  in  any 
year  since  1973  —  about  70  per  cent  of 
these  are  males. 

"Confronted  by  a  no-hope  future,  the 
attraction  of  an  escapist  route  which  is 
cheap,  fashionable  and  readily  obtainable 
can  be  great,  even  if  the  end  result  is 
horrifying",  commented  Mr  Meacher. 

The  seizures  of  class  A  drugs 


Dr  Tony  Martin  medical  director  of 
Duphar  Laboratories  Ltd,  Southampton, 
holds  the  Unichem  trophy  —  first  prize  at  a 
golf  meeting  at  Kingswood  Golf  Club.  The 
meeting  was  jointly  sponsored  by  Unichem 
and  Polaroid  and  was  organised  by  the 
South  London  and  Surrey  Pharmacists' 
Golfing  Society  
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increased  for  the  sixth  successive  year  to 
reach  3,800  in  1983.  The  increase  of  1,100 
between  1982  and  1983  was  considerably 
more  than  any  of  the  five  previous  years, 
which  averaged  about  250. 

Seizures  of  LSD,  says  the  report, 
increased  to  about  500  in  1983,  50  more 
than  in  1982  and  twice  the  annual  average 
for  1977-80  but  the  quantity  seized  fell. 
Seizures  of  dipipanone  fell  by  100  in  1983 
on  the  previous  year.  Dextromoramide, 
morphine,  opium  and  pethidine  have  also 
declined  in  popularity. 

The  report  notes  that  most  of  the 
increase  in  seizures  of  Controlled  Drugs  in 
1983  (26,200  in  total)  was  in  class  B  drugs, 
which  were  up  19  per  cent  on  1982  figures. 
In  particular,  there  were  over  2,300 
seizures  of  amphetamine, 
dexamphetamine  and  levamphetamine; 
the  quantity,  35kg,  was  nearly  three  times 
the  amount  seized  in  1982. 

"The  decline  in  the  proportion  of 
seizures  involving  class  C  drugs 
continued"  says  the  report,  and  most  of 
these  were  of  methaqualone  —  30  seizures 
in  1983,  just  over  half  the  1982  figure. 

The  number  of  people  found  guilty  of 
or  cautioned  for  offences  involving 
Controlled  Drugs  increased  for  the  eight 
successive  year,  23,300  —  15  per  cent 
more  than  in  1982,  most  were  for  the 
unlawful  possession  of  cannibis.  But  1983 
figures  were  also  the  highest  ever 
recorded  for  heroin  offences  (1,500),  56 
per  cent  more  than  in  1982.  Amphetamine 
offences  also  increased  (2,000),  32  per 
cent  more  than  in  1982. 

The  report  finds  that  the  number  of 

'One  mile  rule' 
unfair  says  GP 

The  rural  "one  mile  rule"  is  a  "one 
way,  one  mile  rule"  according  to  Dr 
David  Roberts,  founder  of  the  new 
Dispensing  Doctors'  Association. 

When  a  chemist  opens  in  a  rural  area 
the  doctor  loses  the  right  to  dispense 
within  a  one  mile  radius  of  the  shop.  When 
a  dispensing  doctor  opens  a  surgery  in  a 
controlled  area  he  does  not  gain  the  right 
to  dispense  for  patients  within  a  mile  of  the 
surgery,  he  writes  in  last  week's  General 
Practitioner. 

Other  areas  of  dissatisfaction  are  the 
lack  of  definition  of  rurality,  and 
"gradualisation"  of  changes  in  dispensing. 
Compensation,  set  at  an  index  linked  £2 
per  head  per  year  for  five  years,  is  a  trivial 
amount  for  a  GP  who  may  have  30  years  of 
dispensing  ahead  of  him,  says  Dr  Roberts. 

He  proposes  the  association  should  be 
organised  on  a  county  by  county  basis  with 


addicts  notified  to  the  Home  Office  in  1983 
was  about  5,850  —  42  per  cent  more  than 
in  1982,  and  larger  than  any  previous 
increase.  Most  of  this  is  accounted  for  by 
new  addicts,  says  the  report,  whose 
numbers  increased  from  2,800  in  1982  to 
some  4,200  in  1983.  Notifications  of  former 
addicts  also  increased  from  1,350  to  1,700. 

The  number  of  addicts  receiving 
notifiable  drugs  from  medical 
practitioners  in  1983  was  5,100  —  700 
more  than  in  1982.  Addicts  receiving 
notifiable  drugs  in  treatment  rose  sharply 
in  the  last  three  years  by  2,200,  compared 
with  a  rise  of  1,000  in  the  previous  seven 
years,  says  the  report. 

Heroin  alone  or  with  other  drugs 
accounted  for  all  the  increase  of  1,400 
notifications  of  new  addicts  between  1982 
and  1983.  The  number  addicted  to  heroin 
rose  to  about  3,550  in  1983  compared  with 
2,100  in  1982  and  900  before  1979,  says  the 
report. 

Heroin  also  accounted  for  "nearly  all  of 
the  increase  of  350  between  1982  and  1983 
in  the  number  of  former  addicts". 
Methadone  is  the  second  most  frequent 
drug  to  which  addiction  was  reported  for 
new  and  former  addicts. 

The  report  notes  that  nearly  four  fifths 
of  addicts  receiving  notifiable  drugs  in 
treatment  in  1983  were  being  treated  with 
methadone,  alone  or  with  other  drugs. 
Those  treated  with  heroin  was  about  100  (2 
per  cent)  in  1983,  slightly  less  than  the 
previous  year.  Misuse  of  Drugs  Statistics 
UK,  1983.  £2.50.  Home  Office  statistical 
department,  Tolworth  Tower,  Surbiton, 
Surrey  KT67DS. 


a  central  co-ordinating  body.  It  would  be 
able  to  lobby  the  DHSS,  the  General 
Medical  Services  Committee  and 
influence  local  medical  committees.  It 
could  also,  he  suggests,  negotiate 
beneficial  terms  with  the  pharmaceutical 
industry  and  its  wholesalers.  "A  crucial 
aim  would  be  to  reverse  the  redistribution 
of  honestly  earned  discount." 

Trandate  gets 
US  approval 

Glaxo  launched  its  anti- 
hypertensive drug  Trandate  onto 
the  US  market  last  week,,  1 1  years 
after  it  became  available  in  the  UK. 

The  company  is  understood  to  have 
made  its  first  profits  in  the  US  in  the  year 
ending  lune  1984,  according  io  the 
Financial  Times. 

The  drug,  already  widely  available 
throughout  the  world,  will  be  competing  in 
a  £750m  market  for  anti-hypertensives. 
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Committal  to  I  Arm  t  wist 
Old  Bailey 


Pharmacist  John  Barnes,  of  J.  Barnes  Ltd, 
255  London  Road,  Mitcham,  has  been  sent 
to  trial  at  the  Old  Bailey  following 
committal  proceedings  at  Wallington 
Magistrates  Court  last  week. 

He  was  charged  with  arson  with  intent 
to  endanger  life.  A  fire  in  February  this 
year  damaged  the  shop  and  the  flat  at  the 
above  address. 

CTPA  offers 
scholarships 

The  Cosmetic  Toiletry  &  Perfumery 
Association  is  to  provide 
scholarships  for  students  attending 
the  Society  of  Cosmetic  Scientists' 
diploma  course  in  cosmetic  science 
currently  held  at  the  Polytechnic  of 
the  South  Bank  in  London, 

The  Association  will  make  available  up 
to  ten  scholarships  for  private  students 
resident  in  the  UK,  each  amounting  to 
three  quarters  of  the  course  fee.  The 
scheme  will  apply  for  the  1984-85 
academic  year. 

The  CTPA  Council,  in  reaching  its 
decision,  were  mindful  of  the  fact  that  the 
diploma  course  is  the  only  training  course 
in  the  United  Kingdom  in  cosmetic 
science  and  technology.  It  is  of  one  years 
duration  and  involves  part-time  release 
and  evening  classes.  Details  from  CTPA 
Ltd,  35  Dover  Street,  London  Wl. 

M  Average  cost  of  prescriptions  dispensed 
by  chemists  and  appliance  suppliers  in 
Scotland  in  April; 

Pence 
357.800 
47.311 
33.343 
12.979 
3.799 
1.461 
456.693 
35.487 
421.206 
2,980,967 


Ingredient  cost 
Oncost 

Dispensing  fee 
Interim  allowance 
Container  allowance 
Other  misc  costs 
Gross  cost 
Less  charges 
Net  cost 

Total  number  of  scripts: 


H  We  regret  that  incorrect  wording 
accompanied  the  Generics  List 
amendments  published  on  pl4  of  the 
August  11  Price  Supplement.  Only  the 
price  changes  apply  to  the  Drug  Tariff 
(England  and  Wales);  the  additions  and 
deletions  are  of  PIP  codes  only  and  are 
Generics  List  updates  of  available  pack 
sizes  known  to  the  NPA.  These  products 
are  not  necessarily  Drug  Tariff. 


There  are  some  occasions  when  pack  sizes 
can  be  justified  for  obvious  reasons,  even 
though  the  amounts  which  may  be  ordered 
on  scripts  may  be  for  less.  I  have  in  mind 
the  calender  packs,  and  things  like 
Imodium  where  you  buy  a  dispensing 
pack  of  60  but  may  dispense  only  12  or  18 
at  a  time.  Even  trinitrin  where  we  have 
cheeseparing  doctors  mindful  of  the  drug 
bill  still  ordering  twenty  and  thirty  "to  be 
taken  for  severe  pain!" 

But  the  thing  that  really  sticks  in  my 
craw  is  the  situation  forced  on  us  by 
manufacturer  and  wholesaler  alike  when 
we  try  to  order  1  X  30  Ferrogradumet  or 
Ferrograd  C  or  Ferrograd-Folic,  where  we 
are  invariably  lumbered  with  five  packs  of 
30.  They  are  not  even  boxed  in  an  outer, 
but  come  with  a  sleeve  of  cellophane. 
None  of  my  local  GPs  order  these 
products,  my  demand  being  from  the 
visitors  from  outer  Mongolia,  who  drift  into 
our  orbit,  dazzled  and  gawping  at  the 
wonders  of  our  up-to-date  pharmacy. 

I  may  be  able  to  claim  for  the  lot  —  but 
what  an  arm  twist 

Logo-rythyms 

I  have  the  word.  I  see  a  land  where  there 
will  be  a  symbol.  A  symbol  known  to  all  the 
people.  A  symbol  standing  for  justice, 
honesty,  goodwill,  integrity,  high 
standards.  A  symbol  which  will  be  put 
over  shops  selling  cameras,  films, 
contraceptives,  crockery,  books,  jewellery 
etc.  Oh,  in  case  I  forget,  also  dispensing 
medicines.  A  symbol  for  all  that!  What 
could  it  be?  A  boot  perhaps?  .  .  .  Don't  be 
silly  ...  It  will  be  a  veritable  logo  indeed, 
and  so  cheap  at  only  £12,000.  Out  this 
week  I  believe? 

Ibuprofen  again 

I  can't  get  away  from  it!  I  was  suprised  to 
leam  Ciba  has  bought  Proflex  from 
International  Labs.  I  wouldn't  have,  in 
view  of  the  price  structure  which  rendered 
my  stocks  bought  at  the  initial  launch 
pretty  well  unsaleable. 

I'm  a  bit  soft  I  suppose,  for  I  find  it  hard 
to  sell  a  product  identical  to  Nurofen  and 
Cupal's  one,  at  prices  far  higher.  Yet  we 
are  told  that  Ciba  see  their  acquisition  as  a 
direct  line  into  the  valuable  analgesic 
market,  proposing  to  spend  a  million  this 
year  on  promotion. 

I  know  I  shall  welcome  a  call  since  I 
look  forward  to  the  hearty  handshake  I'll 
give  in  an  attempt  to  shake  loose  a  bundle 
of  no-charge  bonus  goods  to  let  me  move 
my  present  stock  without  loss  or  delay. 


Who  said  I  was  committed  to  retail  price 
maintenance?  I  think  the  price  is  too  high. 

While  I'm  at  it  I  may  as  well  come  clean 
and  admit  I  have  been  persuaded  to  take 
in  .  .  .  Nurofen.  All  sizes.  With  the  basic 
price  now  meeting  my  minimum 
requirements,  and  a  bonus  which  really  is 
a  bonus,  and  not  part  of  a  manipulated 
price  structure,  I  felt  it  would  be  absurd  to 
refuse  to  stock  since  the  grounds  for  my 
objection  had  been  removed.  Better  still, 
an  advertising  campaign  will  help  sales, 
along  with  which  this  drug  seems  naturally 
to  have  become  identified  with  us,  the 
retail  pharmacies  of  the  land.  While  in  my 
view  this  is  only  proper,  it  is  nice  to 
perceive  that  this  is  so  for  once.  Long  may 
it  continue. 

Paralysed 
imports? 

I  would  have  thought  in  view  of  the 
position  regarding  product  licences,  we 
would  have  seen  a  drop  in  the  importuning 
letters  from  such  importers.  If  anything, 
the  flood  is  rising.  This  week  alone  I  have 
had  three  bundles  of  detailed  price  lists  of 
drugs  I  might  import,  at  savings  between 
10  and  50  per  cent  on  UK  list  prices.  I  still 
don't  want  to  know,  although  it  looks  as  if 
those  who  have  already  bought 
substantially  have  got  away  with  it 
completely.  Yes  I'd  like  to  make  a  few 
thousands  extra  profit  a  year.  But  when  it 
comes  to  the  act  of  buying  these  products  I 
have  the  gut  feeling  I'm  buying  trouble  if  I 
touch  them. 

Just  recently  I  bought  some 
glibenclamide,  a  generic  made  in  the  UK 
by  a  firm  I  trust.  In  dispensing  it  against 
glibenclamide  scripts,  you  have  no  idea  of 
the  trouble  I  ran  into,  because  these  were 
loose  as  opposed  to  foil  packed  tablets.  I 
explained,  but  the  suspicion  was  there,  to 
the  point  that  even  in  accepting  what  I  said 
was  true,  a  couple  of  customers  offered  to 
"pay  the  difference"  between  what  I  was 
giving;  and  Daonil. 

I  have  never  seen  it  as  my  function  to 
seek  to  persuade  patients  that  what  I 
dispense  is  top  quality.  I  want  it  taken  for 
granted,  and  see  anything  which  shakes 
patient  confidence  as  unprofessional. 
There  is  no  way  I  want  to  introduce  this 
sort  of  trouble  into  my  pharmacy  .  .  .  But 
what  concerns  me  is  the  fact  that  none  of 
the  imports  at  present  have  licences.  At 
any  time,  anyone  could,  and  someone 
should  bring  a  series  of  sharp  prosecutions 
against  pharmacists  dispensing  them.  The 
Society  should  do  it.  Now.  Followed  by  the 
PSNC,  and  possibly  the  FPC's  of  the  land. 
What's  holding  them  back? 
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Silvikrin  haircare 
given  update 


Hard  on  the  heels  of  Reckitt  &  Colman's 
relaunch  of  Supersoft  (C&D  last  week 
p274)  comes  Beechams  update  of  Silvikrin 
shampoo  and  hairspray. 

The  company  has  pitched  the  relaunch 
at  young  users  and  is  supporting  the 
revamp  with  promotional  packs  across  the 
range  each  containing  20  per  cent  extra 
free  contents. 

Shampoos  have  been  cut  from  22  lines 
to  15.  Five  variants  are  available  covering 
the  five  most  common  types  of  hair.  Herbal 
(for  normal  hair),  melissa  (greasy),  jojoba 
(dry)  aloe  vera  (frequent  washing)  and 
henna  (extra  shine)  all  come  in  a  sachet 


mm 

pi 

Akin  %  /  Silvikrin 


"My  j  jvi 


sap*' 


(£0.17)  and  two  bottle  sizes  —  125ml 
(£0.49)  and  200ml  (£0.69). 

For  the  launch  period  these  bottles  will 
be  available  holding  20  per  cent  extra 
free.  A  dandruff  variant  is  no  longer 
included  in  the  range  following  the  launch 
of  Headlines  (C&D  Jan  21,  pi  15). 

Restyled  plastic  bottles  come  with 
retained  closures.  Five  of  these  new 
slimmer  bottles  take  up  the  space  of  four 
old  ones  helping  to  relieve  pressure  on 
shelf  space  without  losing  impact  at  POS. 

For  hairspray  the  familiar  four  variant, 
three  size  structure  has  been  retained.  The 


formulation  has  been  updated  with  the 
introduction  of  a  new  conditioning  agent 
said  to  leave  the  hair  softer  and  more 
flexible. 

The  hairspray  comes  in  three  sizes  — 
100ml  (£0.55),  175ml  (£0.72)  and  300ml 
(£1.09);  the  first  two  sizes  will  initially 
carry  20  per  cent  extra  free  contents  — 
and  four  variants  for  normal,  greasy,  dry 
and  difficult  to  control  hair.  National 
advertising  breaks  in  October.  In  all,  £4m 
is  being  spent  above  and  below-the-line. 
Beecham  Proprietaries-Toiletries,  Great 
West  Road,  Brentford,  Middx. 


Sowing  the  seeds 
of  success? 

Carters  Tested  Seeds  are  spending 
£]/2  million  to  relaunch  their  product 
ranges.  The  standard  range  has  been 
given  a  new  "look"  while  the  garden 
centre  range,  available  to  larger  outlets, 
has  been  expanded  with  100  new  varieties. 
Additions  have  also  been  made  to  the 
James  Carter  International  range. 

Consumer  advertising  breaks  in  March 
next  year  with  national  television  and  full 
page  colour  advertisements  in  the 
gardening  Press. 

A  national  "Spot  the  Difference" 
competition  at  POS  gives  consumers  the 
chance  to  win  a  Moben  kitchen  worth 
£5,000.  Special  header  boards,  leaflets 
and  leaflet  dispensers  will  promote  the 
competition  on  each  of  the  new  flexible 
modular  display  systems. 

Many  of  the  merchandisers  come  pre- 
loaded from  the  factory.  Two  sizes  of 
modular  panel  can  be  used  separately  or 
in  a  number  of  combinations  to  suit  all 
types  of  outlet.  An  8ft  wall  fixture  for 
larger  retail  outlets  is  being  introduced  for 
the  first  time.  The  introduction  of  smaller 
packs  mean  each  panel  now  takes  a  third 
more  facings. 

These  changes  plus  a  new  com- 
puterised order  and  despatch  system  and 
expanded  sales  and  merchandising  team, 
make  chairman  John  Harwood  confident 
that  "Carters  will  be  living  up  to  their  new 
copy  line  —  Tt's  all  your  garden  needs'". 
Carters  Tested  Seeds  Ltd,  Upper  Die 
Mills,  Llangollen,  Clwyd  LL20  8SD. 


CARNATION 

The  Corn  Cap  that's  asked  for  by  name. 

Cuxson,  Gerrard  &  Co  (Dressings)  Ltd.,  Oldbury,  Warley,  West  Midlands  B69  3BB 


A  moisturising  foam  bath  is  the  latest  addi- 
tion to  the  Sona  range  (500ml,  £0.89).  It 
comes  in  wild  flower,  fresh  cologne  and 
European  pine  fragrances.  Sona  tonic  bath 
salts  have  been  redesigned  to  complement 
the  foam  bath,  say  Sterling  Health,  1  Onslow 
IStreet,  Guildford,  Surrey  GUI  4YS 


Three-day  diet 
in  one  box 

A  diet  providing,  in  one  box,  all  food 
necessary  for  three  days  has  been 
launched  by  a  new  company,  Willowdale 
Health  Food  Co. 

The  Willowdale  3-day  diet  (£6.95) 
consists  of  nine  high  fibre,  low  cholesterol 
meals  that  provide  700  calories  a  day. 
Breakfast  is  muesli,  lunch  soup,  or  pate, 
and  evening  meals  mince,  goulash,  or 
macaroni.  Vitamin  capsules,  tea,  coffee 
and  sweeteners  are  also  included. 

The  company  was  started  by  a 
housewife,  Mrs  Lorraine  Boulogne,  who 
had  tried  many  diets  and  not  been  happy 
with  any  of  them.  She  believes  most  people 
prefer  savoury  diets  but  most  dietary 
products  on  the  market  are  sweet. 

A  leafet  inside  the  box  gives  further 
diet  suggestions  for  days  4  and  5. 

The  company  is  currently  arranging 
for  distribution  through  pharmaceutical 
wholesalers.  Willowdale  Health  Food  Co, 
157 Sutton  Road,  Southend-on-Sea, 
Essex. 


'New-look'  spreads 

A  further  27  lines  have  been  updated 
bringing  the  total  of  "new-look"  products 
in  the  Healthcrafts  range  to  over  50. 
Consumer  press  advertising  runs  through 
to  the  end  of  the  year.  Booker  Health 
Foods  Ltd,  Healthways  House,  45  Station 
Approach,  West  Bylleet,  Surrey. 
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COUNTERPOINTS 


Equalia  update 
now  has  triple 
action 

Equalia  2000  triple  action  cream  is  the 
latest  addition  to  Vichy's  skincare  range 
(30ml  tube,  £3  .95).  This  oil  in  water 
emulsion  is  said  to  tackle  moisture  loss 
problems  in  three  ways.  The  first  action  is 
compensation  with  a  new  hydrating 
complex  which  remains  in  the  upper 
layers  of  the  stratum  comeum  and  has  the 
same  role  as  natural  hydrating  agents  that 
fix  water  inside  the  cells. 

Secondly  the  cream  has  a  corrective 
action  provided  by  palm  and  blackcurrant 
oils  which  are  rich  in  fatty  acids  to 
reinforce  the  lipidic  intercellular  "cement" 
that  aids  cellular  cohesion  and  controls  the 
passage  of  moisture.  The  oils  also  have  a 
prolonged  action  in  helping  to  form  a 
better  quality  "cement"  in  the  deeper 


layers  of  the  epidermis. 

Finally,  the  cream  incorporates 
ultraviolet  A  and  B  filters  that  protect 
against  premature  ageing  due  to  the 
damaging  effects  of  the  sun.  Equalia  2000 
may  be  used  morning  or  evening.  Stocks 
of  the  original  Equalia  are  being 
withdrawn  and  new  merchandiser  made 
available  holding  24  Equalia  2000  and  a 
tester. 

Advertising  starts  in  September  in 
Good  Housekeeping,  Options,  She, 
Woman  and  Home,  Cosmopolitan  and  the 
Vogue  and  Woman 's  Journal  beauty 
books.  All  November  insertions  will  carry 
a  50p  coupon  redeemable  against  a 
purchase  of  Equalia  2000.  Television 
advertising  in  the  Granada  and  Central 
areas  starts  mid-September.  Vichy  (UK) 
Ltd,  Ashville  Trading  Estate ,  Nuffield 
Way,  Abingdon,  Oxon  OX141TJ. 
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Maws  have  repackaged  their  cutlery  train- 
ing range,  consisting  of  knife,  fork  and 
separate  spoon  in  red,  blue  and  yellow 
carded  boxes.  The  utensils  have  also  been 
changed  from  orange  to  yellow.  Ashe 
Laboratories  Ltd,  Ashetree  Works, 
Kingston  Road,  Leatherhead,  Surrey. 


Challenge  issued 
on  Vaseline 

Chesebrough-Pond's  are  launching  a 
Vaseline  intensive  care  lotion  challenge  in 
September  —  a  two-tier  promotion  for  the 
trade  and  consumers. 

Consumers  are  asked  to  monitor  the 
lotion's  performance  over  a  four-week 
period.  If  they  cannot  see  an  improvement 
in  their  skin,  the  purchase  price  and 
postage  will  be  refunded,  with  a  40p 
coupon  redeemable  against  any  other 
handcream  or  lotion. 

For  the  winner  of  a  trade  competition, 
Chesebrough-Pond's  are  offering  the 
choice  of  seven  adventure  holidays,  which 
include  a  Kenya  safari  and  a  trip  to 
Disneyworld.  They  will  also  reimburse  the 
value  of  the  Vaseline  intensive  care  lotion 
order  for  those  chemists  who  create  the 
best  display  in  each  sales  reps  territory. 
POS  material  will  be  issued. 

National  TV  advertising  totalling  £1.6m 
is  supporting  the  range  throughout  1984. 

The  Vaseline  challenge  runs  through 
to  the  end  of  the  year.  Chesebrough- 
Pond's  Ltd,  PO  Box  242,  Consort  House, 
Victoria  Street,  Windsor,  Berks  SLA  1EX. 

Permethrin  in 
flea  products 

Sherley's  have  launched  two  pet  care 
products  containing  permethrin.  They 
offer  protection  from  reinfestation  for  up  to 
two  weeks  after  treatment. 

The  new  products  are  an  insecticidal 
shampoo  (120ml,  £1.45)  and  flea  powder 
(75g,  £1.25).  The  shampoo  is  suitable  for 
dogs  and  the  flea  powder  for  cats,  kittens 
dogs  and  puppies.  They  are  being 
advertised  in  a  campaign  running  in 
women's  and  general  interest  magazines. 
Ashe  Laboratories  Ltd,  Kingston  oad, 
Leatherhead,  Surrey. 


NI  agency  for 
Quinoderm 

Quinoderm  Ltd  have  appointed  Barclays 
Agencies  to  sell  their  topical  skin 
treatment  range  in  Northern  Ireland.  Reps 
will  be  calling  on  the  majority  of  retail 
chemists  in  the  Province  to  sell  in  a  bonus 
offer  on  Quinoderm  products.  Barclays 
Agencies,  Ephichem  House,  Shore  Road, 
Newtown  Abbey,  co  Antrim  BT37  9ST. 

Trio  of  offers 
on  Complice 

Coty  are  promoting  the  Complice  range 
with  a  series  of  special  offers.  From  the 
end  of  August  the  eau  de  toilette  atomiser 
(50g,  £6.50)  will  be  available  at  £3.50.  A 
handbag  size  perfume  spray  (15g,  £3.75) 
is  available  in  October.  A  50ml  cologne 
concentrate  is  currently  free  with  any 
purchase  of  eau  de  toilette,  excluding  any 
special  offers.  Rigease  Ltd,  PO  Box  27, 
Brentford,  Middlesex. 

ON  TV 
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£1,000,000 TV  Campaign 

Stock  up  with  Crookes-One-A-Day  Multivitamins  and  get  the  benefit  of  our  HEAVIEST  TV 
SPEND  EVER  -  £1,000,000.  Over  90%  of  housewives  nationwide  will  be  seeing  pur 
very  entertaining  commercial  six  or  more  times  before  Christmas  -  getting  the 
message  that  Crookes-One-A-Day  is  an  ideal  supplement  to  the  daily  diet. 
Crookes-One-A-Day  balanced  formulations  provide  essential  vitamins  and 
minerals  necessary  for  good  health. 
Selling  at  £1.19  for  30  tablets  and  £2.19  for  60  -  your  customers  get  great 
Value  for  money  and  you  make  healthy  profit  on  return. 
Crookes  One-A-Day  Multivitamins  -  With  and  Without  Iron. 

CROOKES  ONE-A-DAY  MUUIVITA 


^■COUNTERPOINTS 


Report  continues 
to  be  cautious 

1983  proved  to  be  a  better  year  than 
predicted  according  to  the  latest  Silver 
Book  survey  on  the  toiletries  and  cosmetic  ^ 
market. 

Twelve  months  ago  the  report  was 
forecasting  a  modest  2  per  cent  growth  in 
demand.  At  the  time  this  did  not  appear  to 
be  erring  on  the  side  of  caution  as  the 
market  had  not  recorded  a  real  term 
increase  of  any  size  since  1978. 

What  actually  occurred  in  1983  was  a 
13  per  cent  sales  increase  to  £761 1  '2  m. 
Taking  inflation  into  account  (running  at 
4.8  per  cent)  'real'  growth  therefore  stood 
at  8  per  cent. 

The  lifting  of  controls  on  HP,  falling 
interest  rates  and  easing  in  personal 
taxation  all  helped  boost  consumer 
confidence  and  led  to  less  money  being 
put  away  for  a  rainy  day. 

With  inflation  almost  half  the  1982  level 
of  8  .6  per  cent  an  atmosphere  of  raiding 
piggy  banks  abounded  suggesting  that  the 
depression  of  the  past  few  years  was  over. 

If  1979  is  used  as  the  base  year,  prices 
have  risen  by  45  per  cent,  below  average 
when  compared  with  the  50  per  cent 
registered  on  the  all  items  index.  Of  the 
eight  categories  surveyed  deodorants 
recorded  the  highest  price  increases  with 
toothpastes  coming  bottom  in  the  pricing 
league. 

In  1983  all  except  two  of  the  categories 
(fragrances  and  denture  products) 
recorded  real  growth.  Skmcare  scored  the 
best,  increasing  (22  per  cent)  followed  by 
haircare  (15  per  cent). 

For  the  future  the  report  feels  that  the 
rate  of  economic  recovery  will  slow  down 
and  affect  the  growth  in  the  toiletry  and 
cosmetic  market.  Inflation  for  the  next  12 
months  is  expected  to  be  5.7  per  cent;  but 
as  cosmetic  and  toiletry  prices  have  been 
rising  faster  than  the  all  items  index  the 
report  predicts  they  may  well  go  up  by  8 
per  cent.  Bearing  this  in  mind  the  report 
hints  at  2  per  cent  real  growth  on  top  of 
this,  giving  an  overall  forecast  of  10  per 
•cent  growth  for  the  next  12  months.  The 
Silver  Book  review  of  the  cosmetic  and 
toiletry  preparations  market,  December 
1983.  John  Hogston  Associates,  23 
Golden  Square,  London  Wl. 

Bathing  saving 

Aqua  Manda  foam  bath  500ml  is  currently 
on  offer  for  £0.69.  Goya  Ltd,  Badminton 
Court,  Amersham,  Bucks. 
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Vestric  improve 
all-in-one  nappy 

Vestric  are  launching  a  repositionable  all- 
in-one  taped  nappy  with  non-slip  backing 
under  the  Vantage  brand  name.  It  will  be 
shown  at  Chemex  in  September. 

The  nappies,  packaged  in  a  new 
design,  are  available  in  daytime  and 
toddler  sizes  and  come  in  standard  (10, 
£1.15)  and  economy  (36,  £3.45).  Trade 
offers  are  planned  for  September  and 
October. 

Television  advertising  costing 
£600,000  is  due  to  break  in  October  on 
Channel  4,  TV-am,  Central,  Scottish  and 
Harlech. 

'The  most  common  disposable  nappies 
on  the  market  are  repositionable  ones  with 
a  known  disadvantage  —  the  adhesive 
tape  must  be  replaced  on  the  same  strip 
each  time.  The  tape  on  the  Vantage  nappy 
can  however,  be  repositioned  anywhere 
and  still  have  enough  adhesion  to 
withstand  movement  of  any  kind"  say 
Vestric  Ltd,  West  Lane,  Runcorn, 
Cheshire  WA72PE. 


Flashed  packs 

Lilia-White  are  continuing  their  on-pack 
promotional  campaign  for  Dr  White's 
Contour  applicator  tampons  with  a  price 
flash  on  packs  of  10s  in  both  regular 
(flashed  £0.36)  and  super  (£0.39).  Lilia- 
White  Ltd,  Alum  Rock  Road,  Birmingham 
B8  3DZ. 


French  discounts 

French  of  London  are  offering  a  10  per 
cent  discount  on  all  orders  which  include 
a  six  pack  unit  of  French  Touch  styling 
mousse.  All  orders  must  be  received  by 
October  31 .  A  mail-out  announcing  the 
offer  is  being  sent  to  all  French  of  London 
stockists  with  a  reply-paid  order  card. 
French  &  Scott  Ltd,  717  North  Circular 
Road,  London  NW2  7AL. 


ICML  promotions 
for  September 

For  September,  Independent  Chemists 
Marketing  Ltd  are  offering  a  free  set  of  six 
Edinburgh  International  hand  cut  lead 
crystal  whisky  tumblers  (retail  value 
£25.50)  with  every  composite  pack  of  Flash 
costing  £205.17.  Additional  promotions 
include  four  free  packets  of  Nusoft 
cleansing  pads  (rsp  value  £3)  m  every 
member  pack  of  24. 

Customer  savings  are  available  on 
Nusoft  sterilising  tablets,  nursery  wool, 
feeders,  baby  wipes,  teats,  soothers, 
sterilising  liquid,  cotton  buds,  white  and 
coloured  puffs,  and  Lotus  nail  polish 
remover. 

In  addition  there  is  a  5  per  cent  pre- 
seasonal  buying  bonus  on  Nucross 
medicated  pastilles,  surgical  dressings 
and  tablet  cartons,  a  7  per  cent  bonus  on 
zinc  oxide  plasters  and  a  10  per  cent 
bonus  on  Nucross  blister  pack 
paracetamol  48s,  codeine  lmctus  100ml  & 
200ml,  Gees  lmctus  100ml  &  200ml, 
glycerin  200ml  and  witch  hazel  200ml. 

Packs  of  Hanx  mansize  tissues,  Nusoft 
150  tissues  and  Nusoft  twin  pack  toilet  rolls 
will  also  be  price-marked  throughout  the 
month.  ICML,  51,  Boreham  Road, 
Warminster,  Wilts  BA12  9JU. 


Slipad  campaign 

A  £60,000  Capital  Radio  campaign  in 
September  will  be  supporting 
Peaudouce's  Slipad  incontinence  aid. 

The  commercial  will  carry  the 
message,  "Slipad,  the  considerate  solution 
to  incontinence".  The  brand  will  be 
further  supported  by  a  20p  coupon  drop  to 
three  million  homes  in  the  London  area. 

The  company  has  also  produced  a 
leaflet  —  "The  considerate  solution  to 
incontinence"  —  intended  to  help 
incontinence  suffers  and  their  relatives.  It 
offers  advice  on  causes,  how  to  alleviate 
the  problem,  skin  care  and  diet. 
Pharmacists  can  obtain  free  copies  for 
distribution  to  customers  from  Dept.  B. 
Slipad  Information  Service,  Peaudouce 
(UK)  Ltd,  Rye  House,  Rye  Road, 
Hoddesdon,  Herts  EN11  0EL. 


Battery  move 

Pharmagen  begin  distribution  of  Union 
Carbide's  zinc  carbon,  alkaline  and 
photographic  batteries  to  chemists  in 
September.  Pharmagen  Ltd,  West  Lane, 
Runcorn,  Cheshire  WA72PE. 
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Token  gesture 
by  Cussons  

Cussons  are  offering  one  million 
consumers  the  opportunity  of  free  Imperial 
Leather  toiletries  from  September  3,  in 
exchange  for  tokens  printed  on  packs  of 
Imperial  Leather  soap  packs. 

The  promotion  will  be  featured  on  all 
three  Imperial  Leather  soap  sizes  and  on 
the  full  toiletries  range.  Shoppers  qualify 
for  the  toiletries,  worth  up  to  £1.25,  by 
collecting  six  promotional  packs  and 
sending  in  the  tokens  reproduced  mside 
the  cartons.  In  return,  they  receive  a 
coupon  for  exchange  against  any  Imperial 
Leather  item.  All  customer  redemptions 
will  be  made  through  the  retail  trade  out  of 
current  stock  and  at  normal  trade  terms. 

The  promotion  coincides  with  a 
£500,000  television  campaign  running 


Pharmacist,  Chris  Carew  is  presented  with 
a  colour  television  and  video  tape  recorder 
at  his  shop  in  Lewisham  Road,  London 
SE13  after  winning  the  Unichem/Gillette 
"Silkience  Winning  Hand"  competition. 
Pictured  with  Mr  Carew,  are  general 
manager  for  Unichem  Peter  Puzey  (left), 
and  area  sales  manager  for  Gillette  UK 
Ron  Anderson 


nationally  throughout  September. 

In  addition,  Imperial  Leather  dry 
aerosol  deodrant  will  contain  30  per  cent 
extra  contents.  There  is  a  trade  discount 
on  soap  triple  packs  and  off-invoice 
discounts  on  all  toiletries.  Cussons  (UK) 
Ltd,  Kersal  Vale,  Manchester  M7  0GL. 


IPRESCRIPTION  SPECIALITIES: 


Atrovent  isotonic 

Atrovent  nebuliser  solution  has  been 
replaced  by  a  new  isotonic  formulation. 
Packs  are  marked  "isotonic"  and  prices  are 
unchanged.  The  isotonic  solution  does  not 
need  to  be  diluted  before  use.  However,  if 
dilution  is  necessary  because  the  dose 
volume  is  less  than  the  minimum  volume 
recommended  for  the  particular  nebuliser 
being  used,  sterile  sodium  chloride  0.9  per 
cent  solution  should  be  added;  water 
should  not  be  used. 

Existing  stocks  of  the  original  Atrovent 
nebuliser  solution  may  be  returned  to 
wholesalers  for  credit  only  until  October 
31.  Boehringer  Ingelheim  Ltd,  Southern 
Industrial  Estate,  Bracknell,  Berks. 

Flagyl  mini  bags  in  20s:  Flagyl  injection 
0.5  per  cent  w/v  100ml  Viaflex  mini  bags 
are  now  packed  in  20s  (£95.60  basic  NHS). 
May  &  Baker  Ltd,  Dagenham,  Essex. 
Nobrium  capsules  lOmg  have  changed 
colour  from  black/coral  to  black/orange 
following  the  removal  of  azo-dye  from  the 
capsule  shells.  Roche  Products  Ltd,  PO 
Box  8,  Welwyn  Garden  City,  Herts. 
Questran  carry  pack  160  sachets:  a  new 
pack  size  provides  a  course  of  treatment 
for  about  one  month  based  on  a  24g  per 
day  dose.  NHS  price  £66.56.  Bristol-Myers 
Pharmaceuticals,  Station  Road,  Langley, 
Slough,  Berks  SL3  6EB. 
Davenol  linctus:  the  100ml  bottle  has 
been  discontinued  but  the  500ml  pack  is 
still  available.  Wyeth  Laboratories, 
Huntercombe  Lane  South,  Taplow, 
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Maidenhead,  Berks  SL6  OPH. 

Neo-cortef  eye/ear  drops  10ml  and 
Colestid  250g  are  to  be  discontinued  as 
soon  as  present  stocks  are  exhausted.  The 
5ml  drops  and  30g  x  5g  sachets  continue  to 
be  available.  Upjohn  Ltd,  Fleming  Way, 
Crawley,  West  Sussex  RH10  2NJ. 

Paines  &  Byrne  are  discontinuing  the 
larger  sizes  of  Ce-cobalm  syrup  (1  litre), 
Dalavit  drops  (100ml),  and  Ketovite  liquid 
(500ml).  The  smaller  100ml,  15ml  and 
100ml  packs  remains  available.  Paines  & 
Byrne  Ltd,  175  Bilton  Road,  Perivale, 
Greenlord,  Middlesex  UB67HG. 

Synkavit  ampoules  lOOmg  are  being 
discontinued  and  the  Product  Licence 
withdrawn  from  August  31.  Synkavit  lOmg 
ampoules  and  lOmg  tablets  will  continue 
to  be  available.  As  the  lOOmg  ampoules 
cannot  be  sold  after  August,  any  stock 
should  be  returned  by  September  7  for 
assessment  of  credit,  listing  the  quantity 
and  batch  details.  Roche  Products  Ltd,  PO 
Box  8,  Welwyn  Garden  City,  Herts. 

Merck  Sharp  &  Dohme  have  made 
changes  to  pack  sizes  for  a  number  of 
products.  The  100  tablet  packs  of 
Cogentin  2mg,  Hydrosaluric  25mg  and 
50mg  tablets  have  been  discontinued  — 
the  500  tablet  packs  remain  available. 
Daranide  50mg,  Decadron  0.5mg  and 
Zinamide  500mg,  Saloric  500mg  and 
Edecrm  50mg  tablets  remain  available  in 
100  packs  —  the  500  packs  are 
discontinued.  The  15g  pack  of 
Hydrocortone  cream  is  discontinued. 
Merck  Sharp  &  Dohme  Ltd,  Hertford 
Road,  Hoddesdon,  Herts. 


Lady  Jayne  means  the 
very  latest  in  hair  fashion 
styles.  New,  exciting 
products  launched 
regularly.  All  packaged  in 

eye-catching  pastel 
colours,  that  harmonise 
perfectly,  to  create  in-store 
excitement. 


A  selection  from  the  vast, 
ever-changing  range  of 
Lady  Jayne  Hair  Fashion 
Accessories.  The  signature 
on  the  Brand  Leader  is 


Laughton  &  Sons  Limited, 
Warstock  Road,  Birmingham 
021-474  5201 


"You  think  I  like 
ivmg  away  my  pro 


l  wasn't  through  being  a  philanthropist  1 
built  a  successful  company. 
It  was  because  I  was  the  first  to  discover  the 
magic  of  henna. 

(To  be  fair,  the  Egyptians  did  discover  it 
7,000  years  before  me.  It  s  the  oldest  natural 
conditioner  known  to  man). 

So  with  all  this  success,  why  am  I  giving 
awav  a  Tree  bottle  of  Henara  conditioner  with 

J 

every  375ml.  bottle  of  gloss  shampoo? 

Experience  tells  me  if  your  customers  try 
Henara  the  first  time,  they  come  back  and  buy  it 
a  second  time.  And  a  third  time. 

So  you  become  more  successful.  And  so  do  I. 

Of  course  first  we  have  to  get  your  cust- 
omers to  try  Henara. 

And,  much  as  I  don  t  like  it,  one  of  the  best 
ways  of  encouraging  them  is  by  giving  away 
some  of  my  product. 

Believe  me,  I  wouldn't  do  it  if  I  dicln  t  know 
it  worked. 


T) 


HENARA 

Never  forget  your  hair  is  natural. 


[Now  available  from  youi  local  w  holesalersoi  I  lenna  (J  lair  Health  I  id  <  ilassie  I  louse.  174-1 80 Old  Street,]  .ondon  EG1V  9BR  Telephone:  01  - 


LETTERS! 


Vestric  answers 
Xrayser 

Xrayser's  comments  regarding  computer 
labels  and  "Computapharm?"  (C&D 
August  4)  suggest  that  his  knowledge  of 
the  latest  developments  in  this  field  is  not 
up  to  date. 

The  labels  used  on  Vestric's  Link  level  3 
device  were  specifically  designed  to  fit  on 
a  3  drm.  tablet  bottle,  and  the  label  layout 
and  content  are  the  result  of  careful 
collaboration  between  our  computer 
development  staff  and  a  number  of 
practising  community  pharmacists. 

The  article  (Pharmaceutical  Journal 
July  28)  on  pricing  of  prescriptions  by 
pricing  bureaux  computers  offered  a 
solution  to  the  current  laborious  manual 
method  of  pricing.  The  technology  and 
software  is  available  to  enable  such  a 
system  to  be  implemented  and  working  on 
a  limited  scale  within  12  months.  The 
information  required  to  price 
prescriptions  is  captured  and  stored  by  the 
Scripts  software  now  available  for  use  on 
Link  Level  3.  Relatively  minor  software 
additions  would  be  required  to  enable  that 
information  to  be  transmitted  by  the 
pharmacy  to  the  bureaux. 

The  benefits  to  be  gained  in  both 
accuracy  and  speed  of  pricing,  and  the 
saving  in  pharmacists'  time,  would  more 
than  outweigh  the  relatively  minor 
inconvenience  caused  to  pricing  bureaux 
of  having  to  maintain  a  small  manual 
operation  to  deal  with  scripts  which  could 
not  be  automated  due  to  break-down  of 
equipment. 
T.E.  Hart 

Special  projects  executive 
Vestric  Ltd 

Profit  not  loss 
from  Unichem 

With  reference  to  the  letters  from  Mr  G.D. 
Trueman  in  C&D,  August  18,  p273  and 
from  Mr  D. A.  Scott  in  C&D,  June  30, 
pl272,  I  feel  that  it  is  necessary  to  put  the 
record  straight  on  behalf  of  Unichem's 
loyal  members. 

Firstly  our  terms  dated  No  ember  23, 
1983  and  before  that,  February  16,  1981, 
clearly  state  that  "in  the  case  of  Prosper 
profit  share  will  be  paid  to  those  who,  at 
the  time  of  the  annual  meeting,  are  using 
Prosper".  This  wording  is  not  "small  print" 
as  suggested  by  your  correspondents,  nor 
needs  an  accountant's  explanation. 

Unichem  will  recognise  and  reward 
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I  loyalty  but  see  no  merit  in  easing  a  former 
member's  switch  of  business  to  an  ordinary 
wholesaler. 

After  the  annual  profit  share 
distribution  is  made  each  year  a  board 
committee  meets  to  consider  those 
pharmacies  that,  for  whatever  reason, 
were  no  longer  eligible  under  our  rules  or 
terms  of  trade  to  receive  profit  share. 
Where  a  loyal  pharmacist  has  retired,  for 
example,  the  committee  would  probably 
authorise  an  "ex-gratia"  payment  to  be 
made  which  equates  to  the  amount  of 
annual  profit  share  the  member  would 
have  otherwise  received. 

In  1983,  in  respect  of  1982  annual 
profit  distribution,  no  fewer  than  62  former 
members  received  such  dispensation. 

As  the  board  committee  will  meet  at 
the  beginning  of  September  to  repeat  this 
process  in  respect  of  1983  annual  profit 
share,  Mr  Truman  has  jumped  the  gun  by 
announcing  that  he  will  not  receive  his 
Prosper  profit  share.  While  I  suspect  that 
he  has  moved  to  a  competitor,  Mr  Truman's 
"loyality"  to  Unichem,  as  evidenced  by  his 
letter,  will  be  brought  back  to  the 
committee's  attention. 

Turning  back  to  Mr  Scott  who,  with  Mrs 
Scott,  owns  four  pharmacies,  I  would 
simply  remind  him  that  Unichem  did  a 
great  deal  to  help  him  expand  only  then  to 
lose  the  business  to  a  "sweetheart"  deal 
from  a  competitor.  This  we  do  not  regard 
as  loyal. 

I  wonder  why  Mr  Scott  felt  it  necessary 
to  imply  that  he  was  not  directly  involved 
with  the  pharmacies  in  this  issue,  and  why 
Mr  Trueman  was  anxious  to  jump  on  the 
bandwagon?  Perhaps,  just  perhaps,  both 
gentlemen  were  given  encouragement .  .  . 
D.R.  Walker 
Director,  Unichem  Ltd 

PI  commonsense 

It  is  at  least  encouraging  to  know  that  Mr 
Buchanan  (C&D,  August  18,  p268) 
believes  that  many  pharacists  are  honest 
enough  to  endorse  prescriptions  with  the 
cost  of  the  goods  dispensed.  Presumably 
therefore,  on  his  reckoning,  quite  a  lot  are 
not  sufficiently  honest.  Would  he,  I 
wonder,  be  prepared  to  suggest  what 
proportion  of  our  colleagues  would  be 
inclined  to  stray  from  the  path  of  virtue? 

I  feel,  however,  that  the  entire  raison 
d'etre  of  parallel  importing  is  being 
overlooked:  If  the  pharmacist  using  such 
products  were  actually  to  be  reimbursed  at 
his  cost  price  he  would,  under  a  cost-plus 
contract,  be  financially  disadvantaged. 
Parallel  imports  would  disappear  as  the 
mists  of  the  morning. 
A.R.  Ritchie 

Chairman,  Macarthys  Ltd 


A  memorial  for 
Maxwell  Gordon 
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Leeds  Jewish  Pharmacists  Association  has 
decided  to  create  a  permanent  memorial 
to  their  revered  colleague,  the  late 
Maxwell  Gordon  FPS.  With  the  approval 
of  Mr  Gordon's  family  it  has  been  decided 
this  memorial  is  to  take  the  form  of  a 
"Maxwell  Gordon  Memorial  Grove"  of 
trees  to  be  planted  in  Israel. 

The  process  of  afforestation  is  vital  in 
arresting  the  soil  erosion  which  is  an 
essential  prerequisite  in  reclaiming  the 
desert,  and  fulfils  the  biblical  injunction: 
"When  ye  come  into  the  land  ye  shall  plant 
all  manner  of  trees"  (Leviticus,  chapter  19, 
verse  23).  This  was  a  project  very  close  to 
Maxwell  Gordon's  heart  and  one  which  he 
enthusiastically  supported. 

It  may  be  that  Max's  numerous  friends 
throughout  the  country  may  wish  to  be 
associated  with  this  project,  and  donatk 
will  be  gratefully  received  by  the  Hon. 
Treasurer,  Mr  Herbert  Rapaport  MPS, 
532,  Scott  Hall  Road,  Leeds  LS7  3RA. 
Cheques  should  be  made  payable  to 
"Leeds  Jewish  Pharmacists  Association" 
and  endorsed  "Maxwell  Gordon  Memorial 
Fund". 

C.A.  Benjamin 

Leeds 


RPM  or  not? 

Xrayser,  price  maintenance  still  applies  to 
medicines  and  yet  cut  price  Triludan  £1.50 
for  10  (11.8.84)?  Are  you  "cornering"  the 
market  or  have  you  pressed  the  wrong 
button  on  your  calculator.  (Cost  1/5  of 
retail  =  £1.55  and  broken  bulk  40p?). 
EX  Neal 
Hemel  Hempstead 

Cornered  

□  Xrayser  replies:  When  I  wrote  my 
piece  about  Triludan  (last  week)  I  casually 
said  I  sold  them  at  £1.50  for  ten.  I  might 
have  known,  despite  my  efforts  to  avoid 
being  caught  at  my  price  cutting  activities 
I  would  give  the  game  away  one  day! 

Actually  I  wrote  the  article  at  home 
and  was  too  tired  to  look  up  the  retail 
price,  merely  relying  on  memory  that  a 
fifth  of  retail  was  around  the  £1.50  mark. 
But  I  regret  it  never  crossed  my  mind  to 
charge  a  broken  bulk  fee  of  40p.  I  doubt  if 
I'll  be  selling  many  more  anyway,  except 
on  demand,  when  I  think  the  fee  might 
reasonably  be  added  .  .  .  What  do  the 
great  silent  mass  "out  there"  think? 


Riker  brought  into  3M 
Health  Care  venture 


3M  are  bringing  together  their 
health  care  division  and  subsidiary 
Riker  Laboratories  to  form  3M 
Health  Care. 

The  new  company  will  be  based  on 
Riker's  newly-extended  Loughborough 
site,  where  some  3M  Bracknell  staff  will  be 
moved  in  September.  Managing  director 
is  to  be  George  Meredith,  currently 
managing  director  of  Riker  and  director  of 
3M's  health  care  division.  Jim  Garston  has 
returned  from  a  European  placement  with 
the  division  to  become  general  manager  of 
the  new  company. 

"The  new  company  is  an  ideal 
foundation  for  expanding  3M's  interests  in 
the  advanced  technologies  and  methods  of 
healthcare  in  the  future"  says  the 
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The  head  oflice  of  3M  Health  Care  Ltd, 


showing  the  extension  in  the  foreground 
with  the  main  entrance  on  the  left  

company.  3M  Health  Care  can  be  reached 
at  Morley  Street,  Loughborough, 
Leicestershire  LE11  1EP  (tel  0509  268181). 


CIA  unhappy  on 
safety  moves 

Although  welcoming  the 
opportunity  for  consultation  the 
Chemical  Industries  Association 
has  reservations  about  the 
feasibility  of  a  Health  and  Safety 
Commission  document  on  the 
potential  health  risks  of  working 
with  hazardous  substances. 

Commenting  on  the  paper,  published 
this  week,  the  Association  says  that  the 
resources  and  cost  involved  in 
implementing  the  proposed  regulations 
have  been  under-estimated. 

Ray  Grainger,  CIA's  director  of 
health,  safety  and  environment  says: 

LRC  look  to  buy 
—  at  a  price 

LRC  chief  executive  Alan  Woltz  says 
the  group  will  continue  to  look  for 
acquisitions  in  health  and  personal 
care  products  —  but  will  buy  only  if 
the  price  is  right. 

"Brands  have  changed  hands  at  prices 
we  consider  too  high,"  says  Mr  Woltz  in  his 
annual  report  to  shareholders.  "We  use 
strict  financial  criteria  to  assess  the  value 
of  possible  acquisitions,  and  we  have  not 
been  prepared  to  adjust  them  merely  to 
stay  in  the  bidding". 


"Conscientious  companies  deciding  to 
implement  the  requirements  in  full  could 
find  the  burden  enormous  and  excessively 
costly,  while  others  might  find  the  bulk  of 
the  document  so  daunting  that  they  may 
pay  little  regard  to  it." 

The  proposals  would  introduce  new 
requirements  in  the  fields  of  occupational 
medicine  and  health  surveillance 
involving  the  re-testing  of  thousands  of 
substances.  CIA  is  also  critical  of  the  use 
of  "adequate"  throughout  the  document  as 
a  basis  for  assessment  or  action.  "This  is  a 
likely  source  of  uncertainty,  confusion  and 
legal  nightmare,"  said  Mr  Grainger. 

During  the  consultative  period,  CIA 
will  be  recommending  ways  of  modifying 
the  regulations.  The  Association's 
objective  will  be  to  strike  a  balance 
between  social  priorities  and  practicable 
means,  it  says. 


LRC's  search  for  "a  suitable 
acquisition"  has  been  a  difficult  one,  but 
they  are  widening  their  area  of  interest. 

The  group  also  plan  to  expand  in 
photoprocessing,  and  are  currently 
investing  to  increase  their  D&P  capacity. 
LRC's  Marigold  rubber  glove  business  has 
suffered  from  a  sales  of  unbranded  foreign 
gloves  from  abroad,  but  remains  a  market 
leader.  Overseas  markets  remain  "largely 
untapped",  and  offer  "much  room  for 
growth"  they  say.  Contraceptive  growth  in 
the  UK  will  come  from  "increasingly 
effective  marketing  techniques". 

Looking  to  the  performance  of  LRC 
International  as  a  whole,  chairman  Donald 
Seymour  describes  the  year  as  one  of 
excellent  results. 


US  patents  to 
relax? 

The  US  House  Judiciary  Committee 
in  Washington  has  approved  a  bill 
to  extend  the  life  of  drug  patents  in 
some  cases  and  to  make  generic 
drugs  more  readily  available. 

The  bill  provides  that  a  patent  may  be 
extended  for  a  period  of  up  to  five  years 
past  the  17  year  limit  if  the  patent  drug  has 
undergone  regulatory  review,  says  the 
Wall  Street  Journal  of  Commerce. 

The  bill  would  also  allow  the  Food  and 
Drug  Administration  to  approve  generic 
copies  of  drugs  launched  after  1962  by  the 
same  short  cut  allowed  to  pre-1962  drugs. 

Under  existing  law  the  FDA  may 
approve  generic  drugs  through  an 
expedited  process  that  allows  the 
manufacturer  to  skip  costly  research  work 
done  for  the  original  drug,  provided  it  was 
approved  before  1962.  For  those  approved 
since  then  manufacturers  must  duplicate 
the  research  and  go  through  the  same 
approval  process  used  on  new  drugs. 

Warning  labels 
updated 

Unichem's  warning  label  system, 
first  introduced  three  years  ago,  has 
had  a  further  six  labels  added  to  the 
collection  to  bring  it  into  line  with 
Society's  recently  announced 
recommendations. 

The  full  system  now  comprises  a  set  of 
26  different  adhesive  labels  pre-printed 
with  dosage  instructions,  advice  or 
warnings.  The  labels  are  mounted  in  reels 
of  500  in  plastic  dispensing  cassettes 
which  clip  onto  stainless  steel  racks. 

Each  cassette  of  500  labels  cost'-.  £1 
from  Unichem  Ltd,  Cox  Lane, 
Chessingion,  Surrey. 
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Top  ten  flop 

Nimslo's  3D  camera  received  an 
unwelcome  accolade  last  week  —  it 
made  a  Financial  Times  list  of  the 
top  ten  failed  technological 
miracles. 

The  F^addressed  itself  to  "examples  of 
progress  which  proved  unexpected 
commercial  failures".  Other  entries  on  the 
list  included  AT&T's  American 
Picturephone,  Polaroid's  Polavision  instant 
home  movie  system  and  the  Wankel  rotary 
engine. 
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Ransom  forecast 


Easing  pressure  on  margins,  and  a 
more  competitive  position  abroad 
helped  William  Ransom  &  Son  pic 
to  a  42  per  cent  increase  in  profit  on 
a  10  per  cent  increase  in  sales  in  the 
year  ended  March  31. 

Chairman  Michael  Ransom  reports 
that  profits  were  up  to  £377,557  against 
£265,579  on  sales  of  £3. 66m  (£3. 33m). 

Exports  remained  at  one-third  of 
turnover  with  sales  to  Nigeria  reduced  to  a 
lower  level.  Ransom  now  expect  to  be 
repaid  the  large  sum  owing  from  that 


country  (£78,597)  but  it  appears 
repayment  will  be  over  an  extended  period 
commencing  October  1986. 

The  company  was  indirectly  affected 
by  the  competitive  conditions  affecting  UK 
wholesalers  and  cuts  in  Drug  Tariff  prices 
—  causing  the  sale  of  some  products  at 
prices  which  did  not  reflect  their 
increased  costs.  "However,  there  are  signs 
that  more  suitable  conditions  are  now 
returning",  says  Mr  Ransom. 

Since  the  year-end  a  15,000  sg  ft 
factory  adjacent  to  the  present  site  has 
been  purchased  which  will  ultimately 
house  new  research  and  development  and 
analytical  laboratories,  and  storage  and 
production  space.  The  chairman  says  he 
will  be  "suprised  and  disappointed"  if 
profits  do  not  advance  considerably  over 
the  next  two  years. 


New  McCarthys 
Redditch  depot 

Macarthys  are  to  open  a  new 
Birmingham  depot,  over  twice  the 
size  of  their  current  branch,  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

The  new  site  at  Redditch,  covering 
300,000  sq  ft,  will  open  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  "The  reason  for  the  move  is  to  offer 
an  enhanced  service  for  OTC  business, 
and  particularly  to  improve  on  Numark 
and  ICML  capacity,"  explains  managing 
director  David  Wright,  MPS. 


The  Department  of  Employment  retail 
prices  index  for  all  items  reached  351.5  in 
July  1984  (January  1974  =  100).  This 
represents  a  decrease  of  0.1  per  cent  on 
June  1984  (351 .9)  and  an  increase  of  4.5 
per  cent  on  July  1983  (336.5). 


Rochas  Perfumes  have  moved  to  28 
Chase  Road,  London  NW10  6QN.  New 
telephone  number  is  01-961  6440. 

British  Tissues  have  moved  to  their  new 
headquarters  at  Lowlands  House,  43 
Lowlands  Road,  Harrow,  Middlesex  HA1 
3BW. 

ABPI  figures  give  UK  pharmaceutical 
exports  in  the  first  half  of  1984  as  £590m  — 
a  record  total  and  1 1  per  cent  higher  than 
last  year's  equivalent.  Imports  rose  13  per 
cent  to  reach  £257m.  This  gives  a  trade 
surplus  of  £333m,  an  increase  of  8.5  per 
cent.  Total  surplus  for  1984  will  reach 
nearly  £650m,  says  the  ABPI. 

Nicholas  Laboratories'  new  Nicholas  Kiwi 
division  is  now  fully  operational.  In 
addition  to  the  normal  Nicholas  range,  it 
will  market  shoe  care  and  household 
products  made  by  Kiwi.  Orders  for  the 
Kiwi  range,  which  includes  Parador 
disinfectants  and  Dabitoff  dry  cleaner, 
should  go  to  Nicholas  Kiwi,  PO  Box  17, 
225  Bath  Road,  Slough  SL1  4AU. 


Ag  &  vet  annual 
weekend 

The  Agricultural  and  Veterinary 
Pharmacists  Group  annual 
weekend  meeting  is  being  held  at 
the  Livermead  Cliff  Hotel,  Torquay, 
Devon,  on  October  13-14. 

Speakers  at  the  meeting  include 
Gordon  Appelbe,  head  of  the  Society's 
Law  Department,  Mrs  Julia  Quick  from 
Deosan  Ltd,  Mr  M.J.  Reynolds,  a 
pharmacist  conducting  an  animal  health 
business,  and  Mr  D.  Lloyd,  chairman  of 
the  animal  health  committee  of  the 
National  Farmers'  Union. 

Cost  of  the  weekend  is  £35  per  person 
in  a  single  or  twin-bedded  room.  Bookings 
should  be  made  with  payment  by 
September  14.  A  charge  of  £8  will  be 
made  for  those  not  staying  at  the  hotel. 
Bookings  to  Mr  R.E.  Marshall,  PSGB,  1 
Lambeth  High  Street,  London  SE1  7JN. 

United  Kingdom  Clinical  Pharmacy  Association. 

Cambridge,  September  19.  Day  workshop  in  "Basic  practical 
pharmacokinetics"  First  level  tuition  with  revision  of  kinetic 
concepts  illustrated  by  aminoglycoside  dosage  adjustment 
Registration  fee  £15  member,  £25  non-member  Information 
from  Mr  S.  A.  Hudson,  pharmacy  department,  Eastern  General 
Hospital,  Seafield  Street,  Edinburgh  EH6  7LN  (tel  031  554 
4444  ext  257) 

United  Kingdom  Clinical  Pharmacy  Association, 

Edinburgh,  November  17-18.  Residential  weekend  on 
advanced  practical  pharmcokinetics".  Second  level  tuition  in 
dosage  adjustment  using  theophylline  and  phenytoin  as 
illustrations  of  techniques  of  dosage  adjustment  of  drugs 
undergoing  oral  slow  release  and  zero  order  drug  metabolism 
Registration  fee:  members  £30,  non-members  £40  Two  nights 
hotel  accommodation  including  meals  £45.  Details  from  Mr. 
S.  A  Hudson  at  address  above 

Ambitious  as  Unichem  are,  they  are  not 
going  to  Australia  next  year  as  readers 
may  have  been  lead  to  believe  from  last 
week's  Events  column.  The  trip  is  in  fact  to 
Mayhofen,  Austria.  Details  from  Lynne 
Farmer,  Soler  Touriste,  Unichem  House, 
Cox  Lone,  Chessington,  Surrey  KT9 1SN . 
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BUSINESS  AND  THE  ECONOMY 

Compiled  by  the  Benn  Business  Research  Department 


Slow-down  in 
consumer  spending 

It  now  seems  Inevitable  ithof:  the  rise  in.  hank  interest  and 
mortgage  rates  will  have  a  depressing  effect  on  retail  demand,  at 
least  in  the  short-term. 


However,  taking  an  overall  view  of  the 
economy,  if  the  cost  of  borrowing  falls  again 
within  a  few  weeks,  the  summers  upsets 
could  turn  out  to  be  only  a  temporary  hiccup 
in  Britain's  fragile  recovery;  but  if  the  base 
rate  remains  high,  prospects  are  for  a 
decline  by  next  year. 

A  reduction  in  interest  rates  is  par- 
ticularly important  at  this  stage  of  the  upturn 
in  order  to  stem  any  erosion  of  business  con- 
fidence at  a  time  when  industrial  investment 
is  beginning  to  take  over  from  consumer 
spending  as  the  main  engine  of  recovery.  A 
further  worry  for  the  Government  is  that  the 
higher  mortgage  rate  will  feed  straight 
through  into  inflation  figures,  thus  further 
upsetting  already  fading  hopes  of  reaching 
the  4'/2  per  cent  target  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Indeed,  news  on  inflation  has  been  one 
of  the  few  bright  spots  in  a  period  of  other- 
wise cheerless  statistics.  The  all-items  index 
held  steady  in  June  and  fell  in  July  to  give  an 
annual  rate  of  increase  of  4'/2  per  cent,  while 
the  rate  for  medicines  and  toiletries  moved 
ahead  slightly  to  5.3  per  cent. 

Retail  sales  slip 

Provisional  estimates  from  the  Department  of 
Trade  and  Industry  show  a  fall  in  the  volume 
of  retail  sales  in  July  to  110.7  (1980  =  100)  VA 
per  cent  down  on  June's  figure. 

However,  for  the  three  months  to  July, 
sales  were  nearly  4  per  cent  higher  than  in 
the  corresponding  period  a  year  ago,  and 
most  economic  forecasters  believe  that  the 
slowing  in  the  growth  of  consumer  spending 
will  be  gradual,  providing  few  grounds  for 
pessimism  among  retailers  for  prospects  up 
to  Christmas. 

Staniland  Hall  Associates  in  their  latest 
Consumer  Spending  Forecasts  predict  that 
consumer  spending  in  1985  will  increase  by 
3  per  cent  (at  constant  prices),  given  that 
there  is  further  tax  easing  and  renewed 
moderation  in  inflation  during  the  course  of 
the  year. 

The  value  of  chemists'  sales  in  June 
remained  steady  at  134  (1980  =  100),  7  per 
cent  less  than  in  April,  but  2  per  cent  more 
than  in  June  last  year. 

At  the  producer  selling  price  level,  the 
indices  for  pharmaceutical  products  and 
perfumes,  cosmetics  and  toilet  preparations 
were  virtually  unchanged  in  June  at  a 
modest  2.7  per  cent.  This  compares  with 
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input  cost  increases  for  the  two  sectors  of  5.3 
per  cent  and  5.8  per  cent  respectively. 

Meanwhile,  manufacturing  output  in  the 
three  months  to  June  fell  by  about  Vz  per 
cent  from  the  level  recorded  in  the  first 
quarter  of  the  year.  And  industrial  disputes, 
plus  the  higher  interest  rates,  combined  to 
depress  the  rising  trend  of  optimism  among 
industrial  manufacturers  recently  surveyed 
by  the  CBI. 


Steady  decline 


Revised  production  figures  for 
pharmaceutical  products  and  perfumes, 
cosmetics  and  toilet  preparations  show  a 
steady  decline  since  February,  following  a 
period  of  significant  overall  growth  during 


1983  of  6  per  cent  for  pharmaceuticals  and  8 
per  cent  for  toiletries. 

Imports  of  pharmaceuticals  represented 
22  per  cent  of  home  demand  last  year,  while 
the  corresponding  figure  for  toilet 
preparations  15  per  cent.  Eightyfour  per 
cent  of  photographic  materials  and 
chemicals  came  from  abroad  during  the 
year. 

The  latest  survey  of  investment  intentions 
carried  out  by  the  Chemical  Industries 
Association  indicates  that  the  volume  of 
capital  expenditure  by  the  chemicals 
industry  in  1984  is  expected  to  be  about  9 
per  cent  higher  than  in  1983.  A  further  small 
increase  is  expected  in  1985,  to  be  followed 
by  a  sharp  fall  of  around  10  per  cent  in  1986. 

Pay  settlements  in  manufacturing  in- 
dustry have  averaged  6  per  cent  so  far  this 
year,  according  to  latest  news  from  the  CBI 
pay  data  bank.  The  provisional  average  for 
the  second  quarter  is  6.1  per  cent  compared 
with  an  average  of  6.0  per  cent  reported  in 
the  first  quarter.  And  figures  from  the 
Department  of  Employment  show  that  the 
underlying  growth  in  average  earnings  is 
unchanged  at  734  per  cent,  with  unit  labour 
costs  still  running  ahead  of  overseas 
competition. 


Business  Statistics 


Prices  and  costs 

Latest  data 

Previous  data 

%  change 
on  year 

Retail  prices  {January  1974-  100): 

all  items 

June 

351.9 

May 

351.0 

5.1 

medicines,  surgical  goods,  toiletries 

June 

361.5 

360.7 

5.1 

Producer  prices  { 1980  =  100): 

manufacturing  industry 

ruly 

132.5 

June 

132.2 

6.3 

chemical  industry 

June 

124.8 

M'\ 

125.4 

5  3 

pharmaceutical  products 

June 

131.0 

May 

130.5 

2.7 

toilet  preparations  for  men 

June 

133.6 

May 

133.2 

5  0 

other  toilet  preparations 

June 

127.6 

May 

127.5 

2.7 

surgical  dressings 

140.2 

May 

137.9 

8.0 

photographic  materials  and  chemicals 

June 

123.7 

May 

123.3 

7.8 

Average  earnings*  (January  1980=  100): 

distribution  and  repairs 

May 

155.5 

Api 

155.3 

5.6 

chemicals  and  man-made  fibres 

May 

160.3 

Apr 

157.6 

7.3 

Output 

Manufacturers'  sales*  (current  prices)  £  thous: 

pharmaceutical  preparations 

1st  qtr 

509,123 

4th  qtr 

536,828  ) 

pharmaceutical  foods  and  food  additives 

Istqtr 

6,818 

4th  qtr 

6,983  > 

5.1 

pharmaceutical  chemicals 

1st  qtr 

104,139 

4th  qtr 

84,545) 

perfumes,  cosmetics  and  toilet  preparations 

Istqtr 

224,300 

4th  qtr 

257,900 

14.6 

Exports*  (current  prices)  £  thous: 

pharmaceutical  chemicals  and  preparations 

1st  qtr 

274,399 

4th  qtr 

260,773 

15.7 

perfumes,  cosmetics  and  toilet  preparations 

1st  qtr 

68,837 

4th  qtr 

67,138 

17.3 

Imports*  (current  prices)  I  thous: 

pharmaceutical  chemicals  and  preparations 

1st  qtr 

126,980 

4th  qtr 

125,842 

7.2 

perfumes,  cosmetics  and  toilet  preparations 

Istqtr 

32,408 

4th  qtr 

32,303 

19  : 

Sales 

Consumers'  expenditure  (1980  prices)  £  billion 
Retail  sales*  (value)  per  week  (1980=  100): 

all  retail  businesses 

chemists 

2nd  qtr 

June 
June 

i 

130.3 
134 

Istqtr 
Ma 

36  2 

130.6 
133 

2  2 

8  8 
2 

Business  conditions  indicators 

Average  earnings  index  (1980  =  100) 
Capital  expenditure  (1980  prices)  £m: 
distribution 

May 
1  st  qtr 

155.8 
1001 

Apr 
4th  qtr 

155.8 
982 

4.8 
11.0 

Stock  changes  ( 1 980  prices)  £m : 

wholesalinq 

retailing 
Unemployment  (UK)  per  cent 
Live  births  (England,  Wales  and  Scotland) 


1st  qtr 
Istqtr 
June 
June 

(5  weeks) 


let"- 

-35 
12  6 
68,842 


4th  qtr 
4th  qtr 
May 
May 

(4  weeks) 


120 
43 
12.8 
54,280 


Sources:  Central  Statistical  Office,  Department  of  Employment,  Department  of  Trade  and  Industry,  HM  Customs  &  Excise,  OPCS. 
All  figures  seasonally  adjusted  except  where  marked* 
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t— BUSINESS  STATISTICS™  | APPOINTMENTS! 


Medicine  and  toiletry  rises  ease 


Wholesale  price  increases  steady 


Producer  Selling  Prices  j 

ni.iimi.il  cumin  .il  products 


Perfumes, cosmetics  and 
toilet  preparations 

1    l    i   1    i    i   1    i    i  I 


Source  Dept  "I  I  radc  and  Industry 


All  manufactured  yoods 

\ 


J  L 


_L_L 


M       J         S        D       M        J  S 

1982  1983 


I)        M        J         S  D 

1984 


Pharmaceutical  production  slackens 


Merchandising  &  Sales  Services  Ltd: 

John  Crabtree  has  been  appointed  key 
account  manager  for  auxiliary  sales.  Janet 
Munro  becomes  key  account  manager 
merchandising  services. 

Health  &  Diet  Food  Co  Ltd:  Mike 
Medleycott  has  been  appointed  sales 
development  manager.  Formerly  contracts 
manager,  he  will  take  on  additional 
responsibilities  including  looking  after 
Health  &  Diet's  sole  Irish  agents  —  Kelkin 
Naturproducts. 

Colson  &  Kay  Ltd:  Bill  Fraser  has  been 
appointed  managing  director.  He  was 
general  manager  of  the  Smith  Kline 
subsidiary,  Menley  &  James  Laboratories 
Ltd.  He  succeeds  Nigel  Kay  who  becomes 
chairman  of  the  company. 

Rockware  Plastics  Ltd:  Andrew  Radford 
succeeds  Bob  Lynam  as  managing 
director.  Mr  Lynam  will  continue  as 
chairman  until  his  retirement  at  the  end  of 
the  y-5ar.  The  appointment  of  Mr  Radford, 
whose  primary  experience  is  in  PET 
bottles,  is  part  of  Rockware's  strategy  to 
reduce  their  dependence  on  glass 
products. 

Willington  Medicals  Ltd:  Michael 
Bridger,  MPS  —  assistant  managing 
director  of  parent  company  Macarthys 
Pharmaceuticals  —  joins  the  board  as  a 
non-executive  director.  Ken  Beevers, 
previously  marketing  manager,  and  Peter 
Ashton,  previously  regional  manager,  also 
joins  the  board  as  marketing  and  sales 
director  respectively.  Ian  Duncan 
becomes  Scottish  regional  manager. 

Cadbury  Schweppes  pic:  David  Wood  is 
appointed  managing  director  of  the  health 
&  hygiene  division,  where  his 
responsibilities  will  include  Jeyes.  He 
joined  Cadbury  in  1971  after  working  at 
Unilever  and  Brown  &  Poison.  While  at 
B&P  he  oversaw  the  launch  of  Gerber 
baby  foods  in  the  UK.  Mr  Wood  has 
worked  for  Cadbury  in  London  and  Hong 
Kong  and,  since  1980,  has  been  managing 
director  of  the  company's  South  African 
subsidiary. 


BOOKS 
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The  Encyclopedia  of  Drug  Abuse,  Robert 
O'Brien  and  Sidney  Cohen,  xxvii  + 
454pp.  Hardback  £26.50.  ISBN  0  87196 
690  5.  Facts  on  File,  Telford  Road, 
Bicester,  Oxfordshire  OX6  OXD. 
An  A-Z  compendium  on  all  aspects  of 
drug  abuse.  Over  500  entries  provide  a 
compilation  of  terms  related  to  misuse  of 
drugs.  It  covers  terminology  used  in 
treatment  of  drug  abuse,  its  slang,  and 
organisations  who  deal  with  problem 
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CLASSIFIED 


Post  to 

Classified  Advertisements, 
Chemist  &  Druggist, 
Benn  Publications, 
Sovereign  Way,  Tonbndge, 
KentTN9  1RW. 
Telephone  Tonbndge  (0732) 
364422.  Telex  95132. 
Ring  Russell  Peacock  ext 
272  for  further  information 


Publication  date 

Every  Saturday 
Headings 

All  advertisements  appear  under 
appropriate  headings. 
Copy  date  4pm  Tuesday  prior 
to  publication  date. 
Cancellation  deadline 
5pm  Monday  prior  to 
publication  date. 


Business  Wanted 


DO  YOU  HAVE  A  BUSINESS\ 
OR  A  PRODUCT  FOR  SALE? 


As  manufacturers  of  the  well  known  PORTIA  brand  of  products, 
we  are  planning  to  expand  in  1985  by: 
1 .  Aquisition  of  companies 
2.  Diversification  into  new  product  areas. 

We  are  looking  for  companies  whose  future  might  be  better 
developed  by  taking  advantage  of  our  marketing  and  distribution 
skills.  We  have  an  established  national  sales  force  and  our  export 
business  extends  to  most  parts  of  the  world. 
Apart  from  aquiring  assets,  where  applicable,  we  are  further 
interested  in  adding  new  products  to  compliment  our  own  ranges 
in  the  field  of  chemists  sundries. 
Interested  parties  should  contact,  in  strictest  confidence. 
R.  STEVENS,  SOLPORT  LTD.  GORING  STREET. 
GORING  BY  SEA,  WEST  SUSSEX  BN12  5AD. 
TELEPHONE:  (0903)  44861 
TELEX:  87109 


Agents 


AGENTS 

required  to  sell  American  range  of 
contraceptive  products  in 
Northern  Ireland. 


Please  contact: 
Mr  Farrell  at  Dearsley  Ltd,  No  2, 
Chelmsford  Lane,  Ranaleigh,  Dublin 
or  telephone  Dublin  00019634  24. 


Property  for  Sale 


LEASE  FOR  SALE  - 
CLASS  ONE 

Shop  circa  800  SF2.  Two  full  display 
windows  in  shopping  centre  of  newly 
developed  large  residential  area  in  Central 
Lancashire.  Chemist/ Druggist  facility 
urgently  required. 

TELEPHONE:  LEYLAND  35423 


Display/Semi  Display 

£  l  1 .50  per  single  column 
centimetre,  mm  30mm.  Column 
width  42mm. 
Whole  Page  £990.00 
(260mm  x  180mm) 
Half  Page  £525.00 
(125mm  x  180mm) 
Quarter  Page  £295.00 
(125mm  x  88mm) 


Box  Numbers  £2.50  extra 
Available  on  request 


Appointments 


FACTORY 
MANAGER 

Due  to  retirement,  a  vacancy  will  occur 
shortly  for  an  experienced  person  to  assume 
ful!  responsibility  for  production  and 
packaging  of  OTC  pharmaceuticals, 
nutritional  supplements  and  cosmetics  in  a 
modern  factory  in  a  pleasant  part  of 
England. 

Applicants,  who  must  have  experience  of 
the  latest  packing  methods,  will  be 
responsible  for  a  staff  of  70/80.  A 
'Qualified  Person'  under  the  Medicines  Act, 
with  a  knowledge  of  documentation  for 
product  licencing  would  be  an 
advantage. 
An  attractive  salary  will  be  paid  and  benefits 
include  a  car  and  BUPA  as  well  as  good 
prospects  in  a  growing  industry. 
Applications,  with  full  career  details,  in  strict 
confidence  to: 
The  Company  Secretary, 
G.R.  Lane  Health  Products  Limited, 
Sisson  Road,  Gloucester,  GL1  3QB. 


CLINICAL  AND  MANAGERIAL  STUDIES 
IN  COMMUNITY  PHARMACY 

A  course  of  60  sessions  to  be  held  at 
Department  of  Pharmacy,  Chelsea  College 
designed  primarily  to  help 
PRE-REGISTRATION  STUDENTS 
develop  patient  counselling  and  managerial  skills 

Commencing  date  3  October  1984 

Syllabus  and  enrolment  forms  from 
Room 14A 
Chelsea  College,  University  of  London 

Manresa  Road,  London  SW3  ©LX, 
Tel:  01-351  2488  Ext.  2420  { mornings) 
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Stock  for  Sale 


FILMS 


lk  ODAK 


TUDOR 


IFII  ASH 


FILMS 


FILMS 


PERFUMES  &  COSMETICS 

CHEMIST  SUNDRIES,  FILMS  &  LOTS  MORE 


To  pick  n  choose  out  of  the  biggest  selections  of 
branded  perfumery  at  competitive  prices  for  PRICE 
LISTS. 

®  01-960  0319  or  01-960  5752 


PASCOS 

425  Harrow  Road 
London  W10  4RE 


PFEM 

MON-FRI  10am-5.30pm 
SUNDAY  10am-12.30pm 


PERFUMES 


PERFUMES 


PERFUMES 


PERFUMES 


GERALD 
FRASER 

WHOLESALE 
COSMETICS 
IF  YOU  WANT 
FRENCH  PERFUME 
ENGLISH  PERFUME 
DISCOUNT  PRICES 
DISCOUNT 
COSMETICS 

Give  us  a  call  at: 
33  Broughton  Street. 
Manchester 
Telephone: 
061  832  3427 


Open  9.30-5  weekdays; 
10-2  Sundays 


For  Sale 


L 


FOR  SALE 

Purchased  in  January  1984, 
at  a  cost  of  £20,378. 

Offers  invited  in  the  region 
of £10,000. 

Telephone:  Coventry 
(0203)417158 


JUST 

PERFUMES 

457B  ALEXANDRA 
AVENUE,  RAYNERS  LANE, 

HARROW.  MIDDX. 
Tel:  01-866  4563  -  01-868  0100 
Telex: -8954667 
VBSTLX  REFSMY 
Largest  selection  branded 

perfumes  in  the  UK. 
Open  Sundays  —  10am  to  2pm 


A  LA  Ml  IMPORTS  &  EXPORT  LTD 

m 


Handkerchiefs  loose  and  boxed, 
range  of  tea  towels  Jacquard  and 
handloom  towels,  pillow  cases 
yellow  dusters,  face  cloths,  baby 
nappies,  terry  socks. 

\  iiiftL  '  JTb^ULK  bwquorbes  welcome 


m 


H0PEGLADE  HOUSE 
19,  23  KINGSLAND  ROAD 

LONDON  E2  8AA 
Tel:  01-729  5501  (4  lines) 
Cables  SUNAMU  LONDON  Teler  893903  ALAMI  C 


Modern  shelving  counter 
unit  display  cabinets  for 

sale  due  to  business 
disposal.  £4,500  or  could 
sell  separately. 

Telephone:  01-405  3116 


BRANDED  COSMETICS  AND 
PERFUMES  AT 
COMPETITIVE  PRICES 

Come  and  see  our  very  extensive  range. 

CASH  &  CARRY:  Monday,  Tuesday, 
Thursday,  10am-8pm;  Wednesday,  Friday 
&  Saturday;  9am- 5pm;  Sunday,  10am-2pm. 
C.T.  MARKETING  LTD. 
New  Tyiba  Street,  Long  Eaton, 
Notts. 
Tel:  0602  721517. 


Property  to  Let 


HIGHLY 

SUCCESSFUL 

Retail  chemist  prominent 
main  road  position  in  SE 

London. 
Turnover  £120,000  pa. 
with  excellent  potential 
for  expansion. 
£39,000  plus  sav. 
Telephone:  01  764  1501 


Trade  Marks 


!     The  Trade  Marks  listed  in  the  schedule  below  were  assigned  on  15  May  1984 
1     by  ETS  TALVA  of  Vaduz,  Liechtenstein  to  Ciba-Geigy  Limited  of  141 
;      Klybeckstrasse,  Basle,  Switzerland  WITHOUT  THE  GOODWILL  OF  THE 
j     BUSINESS  IN  WHICH  THEY  WERE  THEN  IN  USE. 

Number 

789855 

Mark 

MUCRON 

Goods 

Pharmaceutical  preparations  in  tablet  form 
for  human  use  in  the  relief  of  catarrh,  sinus 
infections  and  the  like  complaints. 

800205 

MUCRON 

Pharmaceutical  preparations  in  tablet  form 
for  human  use  in  the  relief  of  catarrh,  sinus 
infections  and  the  like  complaints. 

958096 

MUCRON 

Pharmaceutical  preparations  and 
substances. 

999848 

MUCRON 

Pharmaceutical  preparations  and 
substances,  all  for  use  in  relief  of  catarrh,  of 
sinus  infections  and  the  like  complaints. 

546570 

DODO 

All  goods  included  in  Class  3,  but  not 
including  medicated  soap  and  not  including 
any  goods  of  a  like  kind  to  medicated  soap. 

609969 

"DO-DO" 

Medicated  preparations  for  human  use  in 
the  treatment  of  asthma  and  other  chest 
diseases. 

609970 

"DO-DO" 

Coffee,  coffee  substitutes,  sugar, 
sweetmeats,  yeast  and  salt  (for  food). 

Shoplifting 

LEXDRUM 

0626  832308 

WE  OFFER  A  PROFESSIONAL 
SHOPFITTING  SERVICE  FOR  THE 
RETAIL  PHARMACY 

LEXDRUM  STOREFITTERS 

""^^^W  Chopple  Rd,  Bovey  Tracey.  Devon. 

0626  832308 


SHOPFITTING 
SERVICE 


N.P.A.  &  NUMARK  APPROVED 

FREE  PLANNING  AND  ADVICE.  FOR  YOUR 
SHOPFITTING  PROJECT. 

Contact:  — 
LUXLINE, 

S  COMMERCE  WAY,  LEIGHTON  BUZZARD,  BEDS. 

Tel:  0525  381356. 


DETROIT 
DISPLAY 
SHELVING 


A  new  pharmacy  can 
be  yours  for  £18  33 
per  week  (lease  rate) 
fitted  free 


Recommended  by 


NUMARK 


SPECIALIST  in 
PHARMACIES  and 
DISPENSARIES 

•  Highly  recommended  • 

Phone  061 -445  3506 

Consult:  H.A.  Peyser, 
20  Fairfax  Ave.,  Didsbury, 
MANCHESTER  M20  0A\. 


HOSPITAL  AND  COMMUNITY  PHARMACY 
DISPENSARY  DESIGN  AND  FITTINGS 


K.H  WOODFORD  tf  CO  LTD 
Ring  Now  0202  36272 


32% 
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Professional  Prescription 
Computer  Labelling 


The  Key  to  Quality  Labelling 

1500  satisfied  customers 
carit be  wrong! 


Now  being  used  in  Retail  and  Hospital 
pharmacies  all  over  the  country,  the% 
Richardson  system  has  acquired  an 
unrivalled  reputation  for  speed,  ease  of 
use  and  professional  quality.  We 
could  show  you  why  -  but  if  you 
would  prefer  to  ask  a  Richardson 
user,  there  must  be  one  nearby! 
Prices  from  £1165. 


tmputen  Ltd 


aseoi 


Preston,  Lanes.  PRS  8 AH.  Tel :  Preiton  323763  Kecoranended 


Trade  Services 


Export/Import 


B.  R.  LEWIS  CHEMISTS  LIMIT 
PHARMACEUTICAL 
WHOLESALERS 


ED 


*  EEC  IMPORTS 

*  UK  GENERICS 

long  established,  reliable  and  ethical  service 
Highly  competitive  discounts 

Dartford  (0322)  349212/331621 
Wheatley  Terrace  Road,  Erith,  Kent. 


Branded  cosmetics,  toiletries, 
perfumeries  and  pharmaceuticals 
required  for  regular  trade  at 
competitive  prices. 


Contact: 


JESCO  EXPORTS 
01-958  1285 


Chemist  &  Druggist  Classified 
gets  results. 

Telephone:  Russell  Peacock 
0732  364422  Ext.  272 
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IMPORT/EXPORT 

Call  us  for  the  most 
competitive  prices;  the  best 
range;  the  quickest  service; 
cash  and  carry. 


CONTACT:  EURO  CHEM  LTD 

Southway,  Walworth  Ind.  Estate,  Andover, 
Hants.  Tel:  0264  59872/59585 
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PEOPLE 


Label  campaign 
heads  for  PM 

Crosby  Women's  Action  Group  is  to 
hand  a  report  on  its  labelling 
campaign  to  10  Downing  Street  on 
September  6. 

The  report  will  outline  the  aims  of  the 
campaign  which  are  to  have  warning 
labels  on  all  medicines  which  could  harm 
an  unborn  child,  to  educate  women  to  be 
more  aware  of  the  dangers  of  taking 
medicines  in  pregnancy  and  to  make 
doctors  more  aware  when  prescribing 
drugs  to  women  of  childbearing  age. 

The  campaign  began  in  February, 
1983,  as  a  result  of  the  experiences  of  a 
group  member  who  conceived  while 
taking  a  six  week  course  of  antibiotics.  She 
was  advised  to  terminate  the  pregnancy 
because  the  antibiotics  would  have 
harmed  the  baby.  Her  distress  was  made 
worse  by  the  knowledge  that,  had  she 
known  of  the  dangers,  she  would  have 
used  contraception  during  the  course  of 


Mr  Bill  Knox,  chairman  and  managing  director  of  Sunshine  Photos  of  Lisbum,  co  Antrim, 
presents  first  prize  to  pharmacist  Mr  Peter  Dixon,  a  medical  representative  for  Winthrop  Ltd 
and  winner  of  the  Ulster  Chemists  Association  golf  competition.  The  contest  was  sponsored 
by  Sunshine  Photos  and  held  at  Malone  GolJ  Club. 


treatment. 

The  campaign  has  the  written  support 
of  about  20  MPs  and  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Association  and  National 
Association  of  Women  Pharmacists  among 
several  other  organisations. 


U'ren:  Cyril  Condy  U'ren  FPS,  died 
recently  in  Plymouth.  Mervyn  Madge, 
secretary  of  the  Plymouth  Branch  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  writes:  "Plymouth 
Branch  has  lost  not  only  its  grand  old  man 
of  pharmacy'  but  the  oldest  member,  in 
Cyril  Condy  U'ren.  He  recently 
celebrated  his  91st  birthday. 

"Qualifying  in  1915  his  life  span 
covered  several  generations  of 
pharmacists  and  developments  in 
pharmacy.  Known  to  his  apprentices  as 
"the  colonel',  he  ensured  a  high  respect  for 
his  profession.  He  maintained  a  very  high 
standard  of  service  and  an  extensive  range 
of  medicines  and  drugs  —  he  being  the 
'mecca'  for  some. 

"He  held  all  the  offices  in  the  branch 
and  also  the  former  Pharmaceutical 
Committee  of  which  he  served  as  secretary 
for  many  years. 

"Having  at  one  time  several  shops  he 
gradually  sold  them  keeping  his  main 
pharmacy  at  Colburg  Street.  This  survived 
the  many  blitzes  on  Plymouth,  but  fell  a 
victim  to  post  war  redevelopment.  He 
retired  from  the  Register  in  1974  and  is 
survived  by  his  widow  to  whom  all 
members  of  the  branch  convey  their 
deepest  sympathy." 

Richards:  Ron  Richards,  a  rep  with 
Tambrands  since  1960,  died  on  August  10 
after  a  long  illness.  Mr  Richards,  who 
started  his  career  with  the  company  in 
South  London,  has  been  working  in 
Somerset,  Devon  and  Cornwall  for  the  past 
ten  years.  He  leaves  a  widow,  Shirley,  and 
two  children. 
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Pharmacist  Paul  Ronchetti  of  Enfield,  Middlesex  and  his  wife  Diane  have  been  presented 
with  a  retirement  gift  of  a  set  of  wine  glasses  by  Unichem's  Walthamstow  branch  manager, 
David  Goulding.  The  pharmacy  was  opened  by  Mr  Ronchem's  grandfather  in  1880  and  has 
been  m  the  family  since,  Paul  taking  over  from  his  father  in  1942.  The  business  will  continue. 


Indian  chemists  protest 


The  Indian  Government  has 
decided  that  from  September  it  will 
be  mandatory  for  chemists  to  have 
a  qualified  pharmacist  to  dispense 
medicines  —  and  Indian 
pharmacists  are  protesting. 

A  report  from  Bombay  in  the  Madras 
The  Hindu  newspaper  says  chemists  and 
druggists  all  over  the  country  were  asked 
to  "down  their  shutters"  for  three  days  from 


luly  27  in  protest  against  the  Government's 
decision.  From  July  30  to  August  10  the 
chemists  planned  to  keep  their  shops  open 
for  only  eight  hours  a  day.- 

President  of  the  All-India  Organisation 
of  Chemists  and  Druggists  told  The  Hindu 
that  if  no  solution  was  found  by  then 
AIOCD  would  launch  a  country-wide 
mass  disobedience  movement  and 
dispense  medicines  without  the 
supervision  of  a  pharmacist. 
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Manufacturing  &  Distributing  Services 


PARACETAMOL  TABLETS? 

WE'RE  THE  UK's  LARGEST  SPECIALIST  PRODUCER! 

In  bulk  or  bottles,  strip  pack  or  own  label  —  try  us  for 
aspirin  or  saccharin  too! 

Fast  service  —  unbeatable  prices  —  from 

THE  WALLIS  LABORATORY, 

11 CAMFORD  WAY,  SUNDON  PARK,  LUTON  LU3  3AN 
TEL:  Luton  (0582)  584884 


JOHN  DOWELL  &  SONS  LTD 

OF  SAFFRON  WALDEN 


Suppliers  of  the  "Dormel"  Infant  Miniature  Feeder  &  Spare  Latex  Teats  for 
well  over  50  years  —  obtainable  from  the  maiority  of  Chemist  Wholesalers 

Orders  (wholesale  only)  and  enquiries  to: 
John  Dowell  &  Sons  Ltd,  c/o  R.  Higgs,  264  St  Barnabas  Road, 
Woodford  Green,  Essex  IG8  7DP.  Phone:  01-504  8718. 


Focus  Solutions 

Suppliers  &  Wholesalers  of 
Contact  Lens  Solutions 
Eye  Care  Cosmetics 
and  Accessories 

Abatron  Allergan 

Barnes  Hind 
Bausch  &  Lomb 
British  American  Optical 

Burton  Parsons 
Calotherm  Contactasol 
Cooper  Vision 
Eye  Care,  Hydron,  Kelvin 

Optique,  Sauflon 
Smith  &  Nephew,  Titmus 

Telephone  Liz  Puttnam  at 
Berkhamsted  (04427)  74326 
for  details. 

Focus  Contact  Lenses 

Northbridge  Road,  Berkhamsted, 
Herts.,  HP4  1EH 


® 


PLASTIC  PRODUCTS 

BABY  PANTS 
TODDLER  PANTS 
INCONTINENCE  PANTS 
MATTRESS  SHEETS 
COT  SHEETS 

etc.,  etc. 

HENLEYS 
OF  HORNSEY 
LTD. 

London  N8  ODL 

Tel:  01-889  3151/6 


MOLEHAVEN 


MOLEHAVEN  LIMITED 

703  TUDOR  ESTATE 
ABBEY  ROAD 
LONDON  NW10  7UW 
TELEPHONE  01  965  6551 
TELEX  8952939 


BLISTER  PACKED 

Paracetemol     48s  and  96s 
Aspirin  300mg  in  24s 

Soluble  Aspirin  300mg  in  24s 

ALSO  AVAILABLE  IN  VIALS  AND  BULK 

Contact  us  now  for  a  detailed  quote 


SHOPFITTING  EQUIPMENT 

ZAF  complete  shopfitting  systems, 
counters  and  showcases  for  the  modern 
pharmacy 

IN  P  A.  AND  NUMARK  APPROVED) 


ZAF  LIMITED 

RADFORD  COURT,  ILKESTON  ROAD 
NOTTINGHAM  NG7  3HD 

Telephone:  (06021  780808    Telex:  377739 


FRI  f 
QUOTATIONS 


COMPETITIVE 
PRICES 


FREEPOST 

Nottingham  NG8  8BR 


Apeils  Systems 


From  Apeils  Systems  a  com- 
plete range  of  shop  and  dispensary 
equipment  designed  to  increase 
yourprofits. 


Lim'iasch  The  modular  system  lor 
 „_J  your  ideas 


r-Cirn^  Precision  Dispensary 
stock  control  system 

Unit  P,  Kingsway  Trading  Estate, 
Kingsway,  Luton, 
Bedfordshire  LU1  1LP 
Telephone  Luton  (0582)  4571 1 1 


From  ONE  to  whatever  quantity  then  use  our 
SUPERFAST  service  for  a  complete  range  including 
DATING  •  TIMING  •  CODINf  •  NUMBERING  etc  . 

Send  for  further  det  anils  and  brochure 


UTERSEA  RD,  HEATON  MF  < tSE Y  STOCKPORT.CHESHIRE  SK4  3Ef 
EiPHONE  061  432  9451 

■  ONDON  OFFICE     31  HOX TON  SQUARE       LONDON  N1  6NP    TEL  01  739  6956 
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YETANOTT IER  YEAR'S  GONE  BY 
)  THERE'S  STILL  ONLY  ONE  OTHEI 
O  \  IAS  THE  SECRET  OF  LONG  L 


Wl 

Our  compliments  to 
Mr  Shigechiyo  Izumi  who,  yet 
again,  holds  the  secret  to  long 
life  at  119  years  old. 

We  don't  know  how  he 
does  it. 

It  must  be  with  a  similar 
sense  of  puzzlement  and  frus- 
tration that  our  competitors 
view  us. 

After  all,  possessing  the 
secret  of  long  life  is  no  mean 
feat 

So  we're  not  surprised  that 
our  long-established  claim 
of  being  the  battery  with 
superiority  in  long  life  perfor- 
mance has  been  the  subject  of 
envy  over  the  years. 

In  fact,  never  more  fiercely 
contested  than  over  the  past 
months. 

In  a  major  attempt  by  our 
biggest  competitor  to  launch 
their  new  Gold  Seal  alkaline 
brand,  they  set  out  to  convi  nee 
both  you  and  your  customers 
that  there  was,  for  the  first 
time,  a  longer  lasting  battery 
than  Duracell. 

The  facts,  however,  proved 
otherwise. 

In  every  appliance  they 
featured,  radio-cassettes  to  cameras,  electronic 
toys  to  the  Sony  Watchman,  repeated  testing 
conclusively  proved  that  as  well  as  outperforming 
ordinary  zinc  carbon  batteries  by  up  to  six  times, 
Duracell  consistently  outlasted  Gold  Seal. 

So,  despite  their  considerable  effort,  they  have 
had  to  withdraw  their  competitive  claims. 

Meanwhile,  the  public,  seemingly  unaware  of 
this  recent  attempt  to  dislodge  us  from  our  posit- 
ion as  the  longest  lasting  battery,  has  continued 
to  buy  Duracell. 

Asa  result,  this  has  given  us  an  ever-increasing 
brand  share  of  32%  by  value  of  the  entire  U  K 


Shigechiyo  \zumi  Aged  1 19  Theoldesl  man  in  theworld  { 1984  Guinness  Bookoj  Records). 

general  purpose  battery  market  (compared  to 
Gold  Seal's  approximate  7%).  Plus  a  sweeping  80 
shareof  thealkaline  market,  which  of  course 
eight  years  of  massive  commitment  to  prime  tin 
advertising  has  helped  us  achieve 

Naturally  advertising  alone  can  never  accou 
for  success  unless  the  product  itself  delivers. 

And  it  does  It's  our  continued  commitment 
research  and  development  which  has  kept  us  o 
in  front  of  everyone 
else. 

Everyone,  that  is, 
except  for  Mr.  Izumi 

']  mra<  ell'  is.i  1 1  k  Registered  frade  Mar 


